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Our first speaker this year, Willet
Boyer III, is a professor and an

Associate Scholar with the Aucilla
Research Institute.  His primary research
focus is the late precontact and historical
archaeology of the early contact and
mission eras in Florida and the greater
Southeast, as well as the Territorial
Period in Florida.  He is  particularly
interested in the ways systems of belief
shape human cultures.

He is a graduate of The University of Florida: B.A.
1990; J.D. 1993; M.A. 2005; Ph.D. 2010.  Among his
many archeological projects are: 

Ocklawaha Survey Project, June 2006 – Present
A pedestrian survey of all archaeological sites on land
managed by the Department of Greenways and Trails
within the Ocklawaha River Valley.

Marion County Museum of History and
Archaeology, March 2011 – November 2012

He served as the Museum curator, and was involved in the
complete redesign and construction of new Museum
exhibits and displays for the entire facility.  He acquired,
collected, curated and analyzed new collections, artifacts
and historic items for the Museum’s exhibits and research. 

Fort King National Historic Landmark/
City of Ocala, 2014-Present
He performed archaeological excavation of the Klein Lot
property, March 2014 – July 2015; discovered American
Territorial Period/Second Seminole War structure as well
as earlier precontact components.  He is an associate of the
Fort King Heritage Association from June 2014 through
the present, assisting with the acquisition of Klein property
by the City of Ocala for Fort King park. He is currently

working to develop displays and other materials for the
visitor’s center and serves on the collections committee for
the review of artifact and document donations to the park
museum for public use and interpretation.

Wakulla Springs Project, July 2016 – present

Willet is performing archaeological survey, testing, and
excavation of sites within Wakulla Springs State Park
under at the direction of and in cooperation with Dr. James
Dunbar.  He is serving as historical archaeologist for
project sites within the study area as well as field crew
supervisor for testing. 

Our October 11 meeting promises to be entertaining and
informative.  Y’all come!!

Willet Boyer, archeologist with the Aucilla Research Institute, will be the
first speaker at the Tallahassee Historical Society’s 2018 season.  The
meeting will be held Thursday, October 11 at 7 pm at the Governor Martin
House in Myers Park.

by Bob Holladay, President

The Apalachee Redux

Bob Holladay, 
President

It’s Here . . . Our First Meeting on October 11
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Don’t Despair 
Seminole Fans

Now that football season is
underway, and – let’s just say

it – our beloved Seminoles appear
to be a little underwhelming – at
least so far – I know that all of you
are looking for something to divert
your attention.

Well, there’s lots to do around
Tally when you find yourself in this
situation.  First and foremost, of
course, join the TALLAHASSEE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY and come to
our meetings.  The fellowship is great
and so is the learning.

Second,  there are all sorts of
events in the fall besides football.
We’ve listed some of them in this
issue.

Third, read a good book.  We’ve
discussed some of them in this issue,
too.  Patronize our local bookstores
and learn a little something about our
area, the state or the South.  What
you’re likely to discover, by the way, is
that we Southerners are nuts.

Fourth, if you must cheer or boo
something, elections are in November,
and after that the legislature comes
into town for its organizational
session.   If that won’t rile you up,
nothing will.

A Word From 
Our Fearless

Leader

–Bob 

100 years ago as World War I was coming to an end, Floridians dealt with the war in different
ways.  While Willie Byrd was gassing up his motorcycle, the Pensacola Naval Air Station was
training f ighter pilots for the war.

The Year is 1918 . . .
This will boggle your mind!  The year is 1918 “One hundred years ago.”  What a
difference a century makes!  Here are some statistics for the Year 1918:

• The average life expectancy for men was
47 years.

• Fuel for cars was sold in drug stores only.

• Only 14 percent of the homes had a
bathtub.

• Only 8 percent of the homes had a
telephone.

• The maximum speed limit in most cities
was 10 mph.

• The tallest structure in the world was the
Eiffel Tower.

• The average US wage in 1918 was 22 cents
per hour.

• The average US worker made between
$200 and $400 per year.

• A competent accountant could expect to
earn $2,000 per year.

• A dentist earned $2,500 per year.

• A veterinarian between $1,500 and 4,000
per year.

• And, a mechanical engineer about $5,000
per year.

• More than 95 percent of all births took
place at home

• Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO
COLLEGE EDUCATION!  Instead,
they attended so-called medical schools,
many of which were condemned in the
press AND the government as
“substandard.”

• Sugar cost four cents a pound.

• Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.

• Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.

• Most women only washed their hair once
a month, and, used Borax or egg yolks
for shampoo.

• Canada passed a law that prohibited poor
people from entering into their country
for any reason.

• The American flag had 45 stars . . .

• The Five leading causes of death were:

1. Pneumonia and influenza

2. Tuberculosis

3. Diarrhea

4. Heart disease

5. Stroke

• The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was
only 30.

• Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced
tea hadn’t been invented yet.

• There was neither a Mother’s Day nor a
Father’s Day.

• Two out of every 10 adults couldn’t read or
write and, only 6 percent of all Americans
had graduated from high school.

• Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all
available over the counter at local corner
drugstores.

• Back then pharmacists said, “Heroin clears
the complexion, gives buoyancy to the
mind, regulates the stomach, bowels, and
is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health!”
(Shocking?)

• Eighteen percent of households
had at least one full-time servant or 
domestic help . . .

• There were about 230 reported murders in 
the ENTIRE U.S.A. !
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Hidden and lost cemeteries abound in Leon County. In
Tallahassee, marked antebellum plantation cemeteries

can be found behind abandoned buildings, tucked into the
woods of small neighborhoods and ensconced in privately
owned land. While some of the cemeteries of the
antebellum master
class are visible and
accessible to the
curious visitor, there
is another category
of antebellum
graveyards that is not
so easily detectable.

Archaeological
evidence for
cemeteries of the
enslaved in Leon
County is largely
lacking. Despite this,
through some
historic
documentation and
minimal
archaeological
testing, multiple
plantation plots for
the enslaved have
been located. In
Tallahassee, there are
at least four
acknowledged
cemeteries for the
enslaved and a few
single plots that are
deemed likely. Most of
the burials in these
remain unmarked,
abandoned, marginally maintained, built upon or some
combination of these. Betton Hill Plantation Cemetery,
located on Betton Rd, is one such identified cemetery and
was definitively used for burials of the enslaved and later the
black servants of the Betton Hill, Live Oak and Waverly
plantations and was likely used by Goodwood as well.

Betton Hill Plantation Cemetery is the exception
however. Known locations for cemeteries and plots of the

enslaved in Tallahassee are few and even fewer are those that
are marked in any way. Historical records maintain that
cemeteries for the enslaved existed on multiple plantations
including Pine Hill and Iamonia. While material evidence
for these on-site burials of the enslaved is largely lacking,

there is some
archaeological
material that would
indicate grave
marking and
commemoration at
Iamonia. An
imbedded green glass
bottle and a brown
glass jar among
shards of similar glass
were found over
multiple depressions
and point to a desire
to mark these graves
in a manner that may
represent a
continuation of West
African burial rituals.
Other cemeteries,
like that at Pine Hill,
are known and the
locations have been
identified due to
multiple depressions
in the ground though
no material has been
found. Whatever
monuments,

scatterings or
ornamental plantings
that the graveyard for

the enslaved may have contained are no longer extant. 
Sadly, these burial spaces, through natural or unnatural

means, have been erased from visual prominence and with
some exceptions there is very little material evidence. Much
can be understood from what does still exist however and it’s
clear that Tallahassee’s enslaved still managed some amount
of agency in their own burials and employed practices that
resisted their subjugation.  

Be Careful Where You Walk; there Might a 
Slave Cemetery Nearby  by Nina Gonzalbez, Secretary

(Editor’s Note: At the time of the Civil War, there were 3,000 whites in Leon County and more than 9,000 slaves.  What happened to
them?  Where are they buried?  Nina Gonzalbez, our new secretary has researched and  written about them.) 

No one know for sure how many slave cemeteries dot Leon County, but since the slave population in
1860 was three times the white population, the number must be large.  Most will never be found.
Some, like the Betton Hill Slave Cemetery, abut modern roadways.
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Claude’s Corner

TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 101: Who Were Our Founders?

by Claude Kenneson, at-Large Board Member

The THS Minutes ( January 11,
1933) indentify the organizers

of our Historical Society as E.B.
Eppes, Dr. R.S. Cotterill, William
Wyatt and W.T. Cash.  W.T. Cash,
however, is credited as the chief
organizer.  He was elected
president that year and re-elected
for a second term in 1934.  Cash
was a native Floridian, born in 1878 in Jefferson County.
From 1897-1921 he was a teacher in Taylor County.  He
also taught at the Florida State College for Women,
Tallahassee, in 1915 and 1917.  He was school
superintendent of Taylor County from 1921 to 1929.  In
politics he  was a State Representative in 1909, 1915 and
1917; in 1919,  a Senator.  In 1927 he was appointed
Florida’s first state librarian, a position he held until his
death in 1951.  He is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in
Perry, Florida.

E. (Edward) B. (Bradford) Eppes was born in
Bradfordville, Leon County, Florida in 1868.  He was a
farmer until the Spanish American War, when he
became a seaman in the American Navy.  At the end of
the war, he returned to Florida and became connected to
the Plant Steamship Line in Tampa, after which he
became a hotelier. In 1902 he was the manager of the
Panacea Mineral Springs.  In 1904 Mr. Eppes was
elected County Superintendent of Schools, succeeding
his father, and four years later he was re-elected to the
position.  After leaving office, he became a planter, most

notably of a forage plant of Japanese origin, called
Kudzu. He died in 1934, one year after our founding and
is buried in the Bradford-Eppes Cemetery near
Bradfordville.

Dr. Robert Spencer Cotterill was born in Kentucky
in 1884.    Dr. Cotterill spent 23 years at Florida State
University, where he held the chair of southern literature
as a classroom professor and was finally research
professor before retiring in 1951.  For two years Dr.
Cotterill was president of the TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL

SOCIETY. He died in 1967 and is buried in Roselawn
Cemetery, Tallahassee.

William Wyatt, born in 1905, was a native of
Palmyra, Michigan, and lived in Tallahassee for some 50
years.  For a time he was quite active in sports,
particularly tennis and bowling, in
which he even won  some
tournaments. He was a
member of the Elk’s
Lodge No. 937 and
the Tallahassee
Chamber of
Commerce.  Wyatt
became a business
owner and
president of Wyatt’s
Business Machines,
until his death in 1978.
He is buried in Oakland
Cemetery, Tallahassee.

Claude Kenneson, 



Yes.  Your TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY will have a
table at some of the following events.  Feel free to come

by and join us:

October 27:  Forts,  Flags and Artifacts 

Fort San Marcos De Apalache Historic State Park and
The Southeast Archaeological Center are partnering for the
6th annual International Archaeology Day.  The day’s events
will run from 10 am to 4 pm.  This event is in conjunction
with Saint Marks Stone Crab Festival, commencing with a
parade at 11:30 am.

November 3:  Tallahassee Hidden History

We invite you to join us at the historical marker
dedication for three generations of Proctor men. The
dedication will be followed by exhibits and special
presentations at the Rutgers House (Tallahassee Garden
Club) and a Trolley Tour that will highlight Tallahassee
landmarks and the ways in which the Proctors and Rutgers
contributed to the city’s rich history during the 1800s.

PROGRAM

12 pm
Historical Marker
Dedication
Old City Cemetery
400 W Park Ave.
Tallahassee, FL
32301

1:00 pm
Reception and
Exhibits
Rutgers House
Tallahassee 
Garden Club
507 N Calhoun St.
Tallahassee, FL
32301

1:00 – 3:00 pm
Trolley Tour
Downtown
Tallahassee
(Leaving every 30
minutes)

For Your Hist
ori

cal Pleasure
Upcom

ing
E

vents

~Upcoming Events~

That’s Right . . . Charge to the First
Meeting of The TALLAHASSEE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY – October 11,
and Become a Member

Individual: $20

Family: $30

College Student: $10

High School Student: $5

Mail Checks To:

Membership Coordinator

TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. Box 3713
Tallahassee, Florida 32315

Membership extends one year from 
payment date

Meetings are held the second Thursday of every
month from October through May, at 7:00 pm at the
Governor Martin House on DeSoto Park Trail in
Myers Park.

And by the Way . . . if You’re Already 
a Member, Pay Your Dues!

Charge!

. . . or else!
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continued on page 7



TITLE: A Forgotten Front: 
Florida During the Civil War Era
Edited by Seth A. Weitz and 
Jonathan C. Sheppard
University of Alabama Press; 258 pages

Mission San Luis Executive Director
Jonathan Shepphard and Seth Weitz,
professor at Dalton State College have
co-edited a collection of essays on
Florida in the Civil War.  Essays
include the state’s reaction to the events
of the 1850s, how state leaders made
the decision to secede, a look at
Florida’s Civil War governor, John
Milton,  the role of the church during
the war, Florida women during the war,
Florida Hispanics, and a final essay on
competing memories and
interpretations of the battle of Olustee. 

TITLE: The Burr Conspiracy:
Uncovering the Story of an Early
American Crisis
AUTHOR: James E. Lewis Jr.
Princeton University Press; 714 pages

In 1805 and 1806, Aaron Burr, former
vice president of the United States,
travelled through the Mississippi Valley
gathering support for a mysterious
enterprise, for which he was arrested
and tried for treason in 1807.  For more
than 200 years, historians have debated
whether Burr was trying to break the
western states from the new nation or
whether his intentions were innocent.
Lewis, professor history at Kalamazoo
College, examines the evidence and the
role of partisan politics, the press, and
other factors in the controversy.

TITLE: Showdown in the South:
Jimmy Carter and the 1976 Florida
Primary
AUTHOR: Clay Ouzts
Sentry Press; 334 pages

University of North Georgia history
professor Clay Ouzts argues that the
1976 presidential primary pitted two
southerners – Jimmy Carter and
George Wallace – against each other in
a way that ultimately redefined the
region.  With his determined ground
game and loyalists, Carter’s victory in
the state made his nomination
unstoppable and paved the way for his
election in November.

Hot Off The Presses:
A Selection of New History Books

Never lend books, for no one ever returns them; the only books I have in 
my library are books that other folks have left me. – Anatole France
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~ SILVER ALERT ~
Have You Seen this Man?

Still Missing Since July 19

P.O. Box 3713
Tallahassee, Florida 32315

Bob Holladay, President
Marjorie Holladay, Vice President
Nina Gonzalbez, Secretary

Andy Wright, Treasurer
Doug Smith, Past President

Dave Lang, At-Large
Claude Kenneson, At-Large

Officers and Board Members

How To Contact Us Not that you would want to, or anything, but there are ways:

One is to post to the THS Facebook page
www.facebook.com/tallahasseehistoricalsociety

Another is to email our officers:
Bob Holladay: 
president@tallahasseehistoricalsociety.org

Marjorie Holladay: 
vicepresident@tallahasseehistoricalsociety.org

(hint: if you want to reach Bob, reach Marjorie.  Enough said.)

Andy Wright: 
treasurer@tallahasseehistoricalsociety.org

Nina Gonzalbez: 
secretary@tallahasseehistoricalsociety.org

Claude Kenneson: 
communications@tallahasseehistorical society.org

The rest of the board is hiding out, at least for now, 
but they can be found.

You can also simply snail mail us.  We check our box every
month or so: P.O. Box 3713, Tallahassee, 32315

December 15-16:  Winter Solstice, Mission San Luis
Southeastern Native American Festival
Join us for two days of Southeastern Native American
dancing, music, craft vendors, cultural demonstrations,
storytelling, and nationally known acts! Also enjoy living
history reenactments, celestial viewing with scopes, drum
circles, archery, crafts for kids, and more! Fun for all ages!

Upcoming Events continued from page 5
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Amount Paid:  ___________________________  Date:  _______ / _______ / _______ 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ Family Member(s) if applicable:

1)  ____________________________________________  2)  ___________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________  City:  _________________ State  __________  Zip  _______

Phone:  ( ______ )  ____________________________  Email:  __________________________________________

TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY – 501 (C)(3)

Membership Application
Annual Membership Dues: Individual – $20; Family – $30; College – $10; High School, $5 membership –
extends one year from payment date.
Make Checks Payable to: TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. and include this form with your payment.
Hand Deliver at Event or Mail to:  Membership Coordinator, TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC., 
P. O. Box 3713, Tallahassee, Florida 32315

Membership Type (Check One):   ❏ Individual ❏ Family ❏ College ❏ High School  

Thank You For Your Support!

We don’t know exactly where this is.  Do you?  Boys with bikes and a horsedrawn wagon somewhere in Tallahas-
see in 1904 or 1905.  Photographed by Jesse L. Hays.


