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I will keep this mercifully short this 
month (applause), but we do have some 
developments.

We have a new webmaster, Brendan 
Crellin, who made the life-altering 
mistake of stopping by our table at the 
Winter Solstice Festival and offering his 
services. Brendan is the webmaster for the 
Georgia Historical Society, which is a very 
big deal. Our board had to think long and 
hard about his offer—about two min-
utes—and to keep him from changing his 
mind, we added him to the board.

This is exciting news, and we would be 
remiss if we did not thank Al and George 
Cuneo of Cuneo Creative, who helped 
us set up and design the web page, as 
well as this newsletter, often at a financial 
loss to themselves. After I told them the 
news and left their offices, I’m pretty sure 
I could hear high fives through the walls 
and the clinking of champagne glasses.

A Word From 
Our Fearless Leader

News, News and 
More News

by Bob Holladay, President

Joseph Nathaniel Crooms was born 
in 1880 to a slave on the Goodwood 
Plantation, which was developed by 
the Crooms family and their slaves.  
The Crooms family of North Carolina 
developed this property into a thriving 
plantation during the antebellum era, 
within the old Lafayette Territory. On 
February 14, Torrio Osborne, Vice 
Chairman of the John G. Riley Museum 
Foundation, using the material in the J.N. 
Crooms Collection at the Riley Archives, 
will tell the Tallahassee Historical 
Society this remarkable story of grit, 
courage and perseverance against the 
odds. Osborne will discuss J.N. Crooms’s 

efforts in creating Crooms Academy in 
Daytona, Florida, as well as his efforts as 
an entrepreneur, including a promising 
partnership with Mary Jane McLeod-
Bethune. The Crooms Collection consists 
of articles, photographs, letters and other 
memorabilia from the family.  The J.N. 
Crooms family is the quintessential 
example of the burdens and opportunities 
confronting African-Americans in the 
aftermath of slavery.

The Crooms family story also demon-
strates the importance of the Riley 
Museum Archive in conserving, collecting 
and preserving the cultural heritage 
of the largest ethnic group to settle in 

Photo courtesy of the TCC-John G. Riley Museum Archive, J. Nathaniel Crooms Collection
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Vice President Marjorie and I, and 
At-Large board member Claude Kenneson 
attended the January 12 Community Re-
membrance Project meeting at St. Michael 
and All Angels Episcopal Church. This 
had to do with the question of whether 
Tallahassee should accept a monument to 
four lynching victims between the 1890s 
and 1930s, created as part of the national 
lynching memorial in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. There was a morning of very civil, 
reasoned discussion about it, led by Father 
Hugh Chapman of St. Michaels and Dr. 
Darious Young, a member of the FAMU 
history faculty.

On January 26, several of us manned 
a THS table at the 35th Children’s His-
tory Day in the R.A. Gray Building. We 
had some quiz questions that we asked 
for prizes, some coloring activities, and 
crossword puzzles.  Anything that we can 
do to impart the importance of history to 
the rising generations is vitally important. 
To that end, I am pleased to announce that 
the historical society will have a table and 
tent at this year’s “Word of South” Festival, 
April 13 and 14 at Cascades Park. We have 
a broad mandate to bring in historians for 
readings and discussions, and we will use 
this opportunity to promote ourselves and 
the love of history generally.

the Middle Florida counties of Leon, 
Gadsden, Jefferson and Wakulla. It is 
easy to forget that in 2019. We shouldn’t.

Y’all come. The program starts at 7 
pm in the Governor Martin House, 1001 
Desoto Park Drive, behind Chewy’s in 
Myers Park.

Events

Community Remembrance Project  
Confronts Unpleasant Facts of History

Nearly 100 persons attended the January 12 Community Remembrance Project meeting at 
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church. Left, T.R. Boone of the Equal Justice Initiative 
speaks to the crowd; right, FAMU Provost Dr. David Jackson and Father Hugh Chapman 
discuss the event.

1.    1933-35       W.T. Cash,  Founder 
2.    1935-39       G.P. McCord, Sr.
3.    1939-40       H.E. Palmer
4.    1940-41       A.H. Roberts
5.    1941-43       R.S. Cotterill, Founder
6.    1943-45       Daisy Parker
7.    1945-47       Mark F. Boyd
8.    1947-49       R.L. Goulding
9.    1949-50       Mrs. W. T. Cash
10.  1950-52       Mark F. Boyd
11.  1952-53       Arlie Rhodes
12.  1953-54       J. Velma Keen
13.  1954-55       J.T. Campbell
14.  1955-56       U.J. Bennett
15.  1956-57       W.T. Jordan
16.  1957-59       Florence Bethea
17.  1959-60       U.J. Bennett
18.  1960-61       Malcolm Johnson
19.  1961-62       Daisy Parker
20.  1962-63       Joseph John Jones, Jr.
21.  1963-64       Joseph D. Cushman, Jr.
22.  1964-65       William Warren Rogers
23.  1965-66       Claude R. Flory
24.  1966-67       Mrs. Uric J. Bennett
25.  1967-68       Mrs. Gerald Jahoda
26.  1968-71       P.F. Wallace Prater
27.  1971-72       Jerrell H. Shofner
28.  1972-73       William Warren Rogers                                                        

29.  1973-74       Arlie Rhodes                                                     
30.  1974-76       J. Leitch Wright, Jr.
31.  1976-77       Joy Paisley
32.  1977-79       Vivian Sherlock                                          
33.  1979-81       Janice B. Miller
34.  1981-83       Juanita Whiddon
35.  1983-84       Mary Anne Peters
36.  1984-87       Mary Louise Ellis
37.  1987-88       Sharyn Thompson
38.  1988-89       Larry Paarlberg                                       
39.  1989-90       Joe Knetsch
40.  1990-91       Preston DeMilly
41.  1991-93       Barbara Rhodes
42.  1993-96       Cynthia Waddell
43.  1996-97       Preston DeMilly
44.  1997-98       Don Laham
45.  1998-00       Susie Lamb
46.  2000-01       Preston DeMilly & 
              Cheryl Naylor
47.  2001-03       Ernie Sanders
48.  2003-05       Eric Robinson
49.  2005-09       Andy Edel
50.  2009-10       Marti Saconchick-Pytel
51.  2010-14       Claude Kenneson
52.  2014-17       David Lang
53.  2017-18       Doug Smith
54.  2018-Now   Bob Holladay

Claude’s Corner 
by Claude Kenneson, At-Large Board Member

A Complete List of our Past Presidents, because, well, just because

Fearless Leader, continued from Page 1

February program, continued from Page 1

Torrio Osborne 
Vice Chairman of the John G. 

Riley Museum Foundation
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Help Us Preserve the  
Phillips Mausoleum!

The 100th anniversary of Calvin C. Phillip’s death will be 
November 10, 1919. The eccentric architect, who reportedly 
designed parts of the 1889 Paris World’s Fair, moved to 
Tallahassee around 1907 and spent his last years shrouded in 
mystery.

Since last year, Andy Wright, treasurer of the Tallahassee 
Historical Society has been leading a clean-up effort for the 
most recognizable tomb in Tallahassee, located in Oakland 
Cemetery.

The Tallahassee Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, meaning your donation to this project is tax 
deductible! Visit our website to donate via PayPal, or credit/
debit card: TallahasseeHistoricalSociety.org, and look for the 
“donate” button... comment that you want to contribute to the 
Calvin C. Phillips project. 100% of donations will cover the cost 
of approved “no harm” stone cleaning products and supplies, 
including Orvus Paste Cleaner and D-2 Biological Solution. 

Remaining funds will be used to clean veterans’ head-
stones in Leon County as well as any local stones at the 
contributor’s request.
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The colonies of East Florida and West Florida remained 
loyal to the British during the war for American independence, 
but by the Treaty of Paris in 1783 they returned to Spanish 
control. After 1783, Americans immigrants moved into West 
Florida.

In 1810, these American settlers in West 
Florida rebelled, declaring independence from 
Spain. President James Madison and Congress 
used the incident to claim the region, knowing 
full well that the Spanish government was seri-
ously weakened by Napoleon’s invasion of Spain. 
The United States asserted that the portion of 
West Florida from the Mississippi to the Perdido 
rivers was part of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. 
Negotiations over Florida began in earnest with 
the mission of Don Luis de Onís to Washington 
in 1815 to meet Secretary of State James Monroe.

The issue was not resolved until Monroe 
was president and John Quincy Adams his Secretary of State. 
Although U.S. Spanish relations were strained over suspicions 
of American support for the independence struggles of Span-
ish-American colonies, the situation became critical when Gen-
eral Andrew Jackson seized the Spanish forts at Pensacola and 
St. Marks in his 1818 raid against Seminoles and escaped slaves 

who were viewed as a threat to Georgia. Jackson executed two 
British citizens on charges of inciting the Indians and runaways. 
Monroe’s government seriously considered denouncing Jackson’s 
actions, but Adams defended Jackson citing the necessity to 
restrain the Indians and escaped slaves since the Spanish failed 

to do so. Adams also sensed that Jackson’s Semi-
nole campaign was popular with Americans and it 
strengthened his diplomatic hand with Spain.

Adams used Jackson’s military action to present 
Spain with a demand to either control the inhabi-
tants of East Florida or cede it to the United States. 
Minister Onís and Secretary Adams reached an 
agreement whereby Spain ceded East Florida to 
the United States and renounced all claim to West 
Florida.

Spain received no compensation, but the 
United States agreed to assume liability for $5 
million in damage done by American citizens 

who rebelled against Spain. Under the Onís-Adams Treaty of 
1819 (also called the Transcontinental Treaty and ratified in 
1821) the United States and Spain defined the western limits 
of the Louisiana Purchase, and Spain surrendered its claims 
to the Pacific Northwest. In return, the United States recog-
nized Spanish sovereignty over Texas.

February 22, 1819: U.S. Buys Florida in Real Estate Deal 
of the Century... well, maybe not
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Remember When?

America’s First Teacher’s Strike was in Florida

At the present time a teacher’s strike is taking place in Los 
Angeles, California. Do you know the state in which the first 
teacher’s strike took place in the United States and who the 
governor was of that state?

Although hard to believe, the first strike ever was right here 
in Florida in 1968. Claude Kirk was the Republican governor. 
Although in his inaugural speech on 
January 3, 1967, he said, “No longer 
can we afford to mark time in 
place while other states pursue and 
capture educational excellence,” 
education was being under-funded 
at a time when school attendance 
was rising sharply and low pay 
and benefits for teachers were not 
being addressed. Under Florida 
law, pregnant teachers could not 
teach. Large class size was of 
particular importance.

To show teachers’ 
objections to the education 
cut, they gathered at the old 
Tangerine Bowl (Citrus Bowl) 
in Orlando for a big rally. No 
one knew how many would attend, but half the 
teachers in Florida attended the rally for education.

After the Orlando meeting, Governor Kirk convened a 
special session of the legislature on education in which little was 
accomplished. On February 19, 1968, half of Florida’s teachers, 
about 29,000, turned in their resignations and went on strike. It 
was the first teachers’ strike in United States history. Time Mag-
azine reported one third of the state’s 1,800 schools were closed 
and 500,000 students were untaught.

Although a special session of the Florida Legislature ap-
proved higher taxes to pay for more school funding, the strike 
continued in some districts from three weeks and in others for 
three months.

The strike affected teachers in many different ways. Students 
and parents continually called the teachers to return to school. 
Some calls were threats against the teachers and their families. 
Course credits for certification would not be accepted unless 
they returned to work. Best teacher friends split on the decision 
to strike causing friendships of a lifetime to disintegrate. Irrec-
oncilable differences were noted for many marriages at this time 
causing divorces and problems in families with children.

While 1968 marked the first teacher strike in the nation—
it was also the last for Florida. Today, public employees, 
including teachers, are barred from striking under both the 
Florida constitution and state law. And if they do, they face 
hefty penalties. Teachers could lose their teaching certificates, 
have their pay frozen, and employees at large could risk their 
retirements. In 1974, the state passed a collective bargaining law, 

allowing the union to negotiate on behalf of teachers 
with their employers. Teachers 
earned paid holidays, and an 
employer-backed retirement, 
today’s state pension.

In recent years, Florida 
lawmakers have pulled back from 
fully funding public employee 
retirements and require employees 
to contribute three percent.

The state has also eased up on 
requirements of the state’s class 
size amendment, which dictates 
the number of students in a class-
room. The state eliminated tenure 
for new educators and it’s made 
great changes in how public schools 
are funded—even establishing what 
critics call competing systems 

through charter schools and private school scholarship pro-
grams. It also tied teacher evaluations to student test scores.

In its biography of Governor Kirk, the state archives, 
FloridaMemory.com, notes he went on to make big gains in 
improving water quality and approving a new state constitution. 
Yet it also says, as governor, he resisted the efforts of teachers 
to conduct a statewide walkout and opposed the court-ordered 
forced busing program. Kirk lost his 1970 re-election bid.
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By Martha Saconchik-Pytel 
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Just a Few Examples of What Goes Around, Comes Around,  
from the Tallahassee Democrat, 1921

So, do you ever get this odd sense 
of deja vu when you read the newspaper, 
or watch TV? Do you ever think, “This 
has happened before, but I just can’t place 
it?” Well, here are three examples, courtesy 
of longtime THS member Mary May. 
From the September 2, 1921 issue of the 
Democrat, Kirby Smith’s statue was having 
his problems; from the July 13 issue of 
the same year, the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans were actually in favor of removing 
a Civil War-era monument; and from the 
November 19 issue, the Democrat realized 
that with the centennial of the city only 
three years away, somebody ought to do 
something to celebrate it (Hmmm, no 

lesson there for 2024, is there?)
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Youngsters, oldsters, and the rest of us spent 
January 26 in the R.A. Gray Building enjoying a 
taste of Tallahassee History. Children and adults 
enjoyed such displays as model railroads, science 
exhibits, dance, and of course a table set up by your 
favorite historical society.

At the THS booth, children had a chance to 
color, complete crossword puzzles, examine vintage 
postcards and photographs, and answer some 
durned hard history questions.

Their parents, in the meantime, got the hard 
sell about joining THS. We know they all will, or at 
least we hope so.

Events

36th Annual Children’s History Day  
Brings Hundreds to R.A. Gray Building
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You can give your Sweeheart Flowers ... but They’ll Fade 
You can give your Sweetheart Chocolate ... but They’ll Eat it

You can give your Sweetheart History ... and it will last Forever

Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc. - 501 (c)(3)
Membership Application

Annual membership dues: Individual, $20; Family, $30; College, $10; High School, $5 
Membership extends one year from payment date.

Make checks payable to:
Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc. and include this form with your payment.

Hand deliver at event or mail to:
Membership Coordinator

Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 3713

Tallahassee, FL 32315

Membership type (Check One):  Individual r        Family r        College r        High School r        
Amount paid:                                       Date:           /       /          
Name:                                                                                               Family member(s), if applicable:
1)                                                                                                 2)                                                                
Address:                                                                                                                                                           
City:                                                                             State:                                        Zip:                             
Phone: (       )                                            Email:                                                                                           

Thank you for your support!
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