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On May 21st a group of our Tallahassee Historical Society 
membership attended an event entitled, “Reimagining the 
Waterworks” that was presented by the Tallahassee Trust for 
Historic Preservation at the Old City Waterworks on East Gaines 
and South Gadsden Streets. North American Properties (NAP) 
who now own the structure gave a short narrative on the buildings 
future plans without saying anything specific on how this historic 
structure will be used, but go to the end of this article to see more 
about this. There was elegant food with an open bar and this 
awesome building with high ceilings, old brick walls and the dust 
of our history. 

Tallahassee’s water first came from springs, wells and cisterns. In 
1890, the Philadelphia-based American Pipe and Manufacturing 
Company established the Tallahassee Water Works Company that 
year and created the city’s first water system. In 1906, Tallahassee 
began thinking of public ownership of the water system.  After 
an election on the topic, the waterworks system was purchased 
from the Tallahassee Water Works Company for $75,000 in 1908. 
A Board of Public Works was formed in 1911 and took over 
management. In 1920, the City Manager became responsible for 
the waterworks.

The “forgotten” Waterworks (top-left photo on the next page) has 
been updated and is being prepared for another life. Real progress 
has been done in its restoration and this writer believes it will be a 
jewel for this community when given another purpose. 

During World War I, there was not enough fuel to generate 
electricity; this interrupted service. The City Council now 
wanted to privatize the service, but by 1919, the water works was 
profitable and monthly meter readings were initiated.

Old equipment prompted the city to build a new well (Well No. 
5) in the late 1920s; the pump was located 100 feet below ground, 
so employees took an elevator down to service it. Finished in 
1931, it delivered water to the city’s 1,562 customers. In 1958, the 

From left to right:  Sandi Brooks, Doug Smith, Claude Kenneson, Marti Saconchik-
Pytel and Becky Reece. Missing from photo: Larry Pytel and Burt Altman. continued on Page 2
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building of a new state office building next to the water works 
caused it damage. The city then used it for storage, but it fell into 
disrepair. This unusual building was added to the US National 
Register of Historic Places on January 31, 1979. 

In the early 1990s, the city and state allocated funds that 
supported a stabilization project for the building. Once stabilized, 
the city hoped to use the facility for either office space or to be 
leased to a community organization. In the past, it was sugegested 
this space might be used for: Cultural programming/exhibit space; 
Small food and drink operation; Tourist information; Private 
event/rental space; Park-related retail; Brew Pub and restaurant; 
Bookstore with a café or a Museum of Tallahassee and Leon 
County history. 

NAP closed on the purchase of the Waterworks property on April 
10, 2019.   

“NAP’s proposal intends to preserve and restore the buildings on 
the site to active use, potentially as a brewery/distillery or event 
space. However, additional due diligence will be required before 
determining the final use and a firm direction on the design.” 
(E-mail received on May 30, 2019, by Martha Saconchik-Pytel 
from NAP’s Project Manager, Lindsey Magura. -  Eyewitness 
News stated it had been sold for $408,000.)

The outside of the waterworks is a unique style of architecture. It is hoped the “bones” of this 
building will remain in its future transformation. (U.S. National Register of Historic Places)

Shawn McIntyre 
stands beside a 
painting of the 
Waterworks 
building provided 
by Tallahassee 
Trust for Historic 
Preservation. He 
is the Managing 
Partner of the 
Florida office of 
North American 
Properties. Under 
the leadership 
of the Florida 
Partners, North 

American has developed over one billion dollars of completed value in twenty-nine 
separate Florida permitting jurisdictions.  He served In the US Navy and currently 
serves on the Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity of Lee County, FL, is a 
member of the executive board of the FSU Real Estate Center, College of Business 
and is an Administrator for Doctors without Borders leading medical mission 
teams to Central America for over 10 years.  McIntyre is a licensed State of Florida 
Underground Utilities Contractor. (Photo by author)
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at least one of our speakers every year be a 
representative from the history departments 
at TCC, FSU or FAMU. Our colleges and 
universities are part of the larger community, 
and should not be considered isolated “semi-
communities.”

Our other issues up for discussion this 
summer are basic to our future. At our May 
9 meeting, Mayor John Dailey encouraged 
us to create a five-year plan or blueprint 
for our future. He could not be more 
correct, and we want to hear from you, 
the membership, as to where you want the 
historical society to go in the next five years 
and what it should become. Upon assuming 
the presidency last year, I said that I wanted 
us to increase our public visibility by having 
a presence a public events, by sponsoring 
discussion and policy goals. We have to be 
more, I think, than retiring, gentle folks 
who meet once a month and then go home 
and don’t think about our community or 
its history until the next meeting. We owe 
Tallahassee more than that.

And finally, there is the city’s bicentennial. 
2024 is less than five years away. How 
should we celebrate it? Who should be 
celebrated? The last time this happened, 
1924 and the centennial, the state we 
lived in was as different from today as the 
Middle Ages. Miami and South Florida 
were barely in the process of becoming; 
air conditioning had barely been invented.  
No Disneyworld; no interstate highway 
system; racial segregation and lynch law 
existed. Florida at large was just at the 
beginning of becoming FLORIDA, and 
Tallahassee as capital was not yet that 
odd little city up north where legislators 
(often reluctantly) showed up once a year. 
Tallahassee’s centennial celebration was 
a true statewide event; this year we could 
not even get the legislature to recognize 
the 200th anniversary of the Adams/Onis 
Treaty whereby the U.S. purchased Florida 
from Spain. How is Tallahassee going to 
celebrate its bicentennial, and will the 
state celebrate it at all? These are 
among the questions we are going 
to have to answer, not just this 
summer, but going forward. 
We have a very good board 
to do that, but it’s going to 
take more than the board; 
it’s going to take the 
involvement of the 
entire membership.  
I know we can 
count on you.

For the last week or two, I have been 
suffering from the “Tallahassee Crud.”  It’s 
not the first time; it won’t be the last time. 
I’m not the only board member of the 
historical society to be so blessed: my wife, 
Marjorie has it. Early last week, Dave Lang 
informed me that he had it.

The “Tallahassee Crud” is more than a 
summer cold, but it’s not quite the flu, 
either. Mine starts with a runny nose that 
won’t stop running no matter how much 
antihistamine I take; it then becomes a 
cough that can become so persistent that 
it hurts my ribs. Sometimes—but not 
always—a sore throat is part of the package.  
I almost never run a fever with it, by the 
way, which is why I so often mistake it 
for allergies. The biggest symptom is that 
I feel so darned run down. I’m supposed 
to be exercising for my health; good luck 
with that. I’m supposed to be overseeing 
completing of the June newsletter, but I’ve 
only felt like working a few hours each day.  
Sorry if this month’s is a bit late; blame it 
on the “crud.”

Things will get better, I think, though a 
little cooler weather would help.

Assuming we are all able to, your THS 
board will be meeting several times this 
summer. One reason is that we have several 
issues we want to address. One is getting 
our speaker lined up for next season starting 
in October. We already have our first three:  
Florida’s Secretary of State, Laurel Lee, 
will kick off our season October 10. As you 
know, the Department of State oversees all 
public history in the state of Florida, our 
state parks, more historical events than you 

A Word From 
Our Fearless Leader

What a “Cruddy” Summer 
it’s starting out to be 
by Bob Holladay, President

can name. Judge Lee is a longstanding fan of 
Florida history and I think a very appropriate 
speaker to help us kick off the season. I 
trust—and pray—that we won’t have an 
intruder like Hurricane Michael last season.

Our November 7 meeting is going to be a 
joint presentation by two of our own: our 
current treasurer, Andy Wright, and out 
past president, Marti Pytel.  This newsletter 
and our website and Facebook page would 
not be nearly as interesting without the 
steady contributions of each. Andy’s vintage 
photographs of Tallahassee and their 
counterparts are one of our most popular 
features, and I always know that I can count 
on Marti. This issue she has two articles, 
one on Seminole clothes and collectibles, 
and the other on plans for Tallahassee’s old 
waterworks building, a meeting that I felt 
too “cruddy” to attend. Well, Marti and 
Andy are going to be talking about Calvin 
Phillips, one of the oddest and most unique 
individuals to ever live in Tallahassee. You 
may know the name because he have been 
running a series of photographs as he has 
almost single-handedly been cleaning the 
Phillips Mausoleum in Oakland Cemetery, 
probably the most individualistic burial spot 
in the city. Andy’s efforts to remove the grime 
from more than 100 years of exposure to the 
weather have really begun to pay off.

At our December meeting, which will also be 
our pot-luck Christmas dinner (location to 
be determined), we will be hearing about the 
Houston Plantation from Jonathan Lammers, 
architectural and planning consultant, who 
had the good sense to relocate from San 
Francisco. Most of you know the recent 
controversy involving the golf course that 
sits on part of the old plantation, and the 
fact that the seventh hole is located over an 
African-American cemetery that may be one 
of the few slave cemeteries we can pinpoint 
with a degree of certainty in Leon County.  
Think about this: according to Claude 
Kenneson’s column this month, at the time of 
the Civil War, Leon County had nearly three 
times more slaves than whites. Where were 
they buried?

One of my goals as president is to foster 
closer ties between the historical society 
and our three local colleges and universities. 
They have traditionally been close; faculty 
members, such as Dr. William Warren 
Rogers, have served as president, but in 
recent years that connection seems to have 
slipped somewhat. I would like to ensure that 
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According to Bertram Groene, in 1860, the year before the 
beginning of the Civil War, Tallahassee proper had 889 slaves, 46 
free blacks and 997 whites. Leon County had 8,200 slaves and 2,197 
whites, one of the largest discrepencies between slaves and whites in 
the South. The majority of the people were farmers while the bulk 
of the slaves and owners lived on the plantations. (See Antebellum 
Tallahassee, pages 46-47). Truly, Tallahassee and Leon County were 
part of the “Cotton Kingdom.”

The Civil War, which came to an end on April 9, 1865 with the 
surrender of Robert E. Lee and the Confederacy, also brought about 
the demise of slavery. Brigadier General Edward McCook, with 
300 of his men, was sent to Tallahassee and vicinity to “receive the 
surrender of Confederates and other troops...together with all public 
stores.” He arrived on May 10, 1865 and proceeded to accept the 
surrender of Florida from Confederate Major General Samuel Jones 
and to send the paroled soldiers home. Thereafter, McCook set out 
to notify the slaves of emancipation by sending his soldiers to bring 
the news to them on the farms and plantations. On May 19 a group 
of slaves that had assembled at the U.S. military post at Centerville 
were also notified and set free.  On May 20 the announcement 
was made to the inhabitants of Tallahassee. The Floridian of 
May 22, 1877 tells us that McCook announced on May 20, 1865 
from his headquarters, the Thomas Holmes Hagner House (now 
known as the Knott House), President Lincoln’s proclamation of 
emancipation, as being in effect, and that the “colored man” must be 

regarded as free and independent. Another source says that McCook 
actually read the Emancipation Proclamation to the assembled 
freed people. (“Yonder Come Day”: Religious Dimensions of the 
Transition From Slavery To Freedom in Florida by Robert L. Hall 
in The Florida Historical Quarterly, p. 420). Also, on that date, we are 
told, that the U.S. flag was raised over the State Capitol with a salute 
of a gun for every state in the Union. Participating in the ceremony 
were several officers of the U.S. Navy from the ships Segamore and 
Spirea, anchored at St. Marks, McCook’s Union troops, a number of 
newly freed blacks, and some citizens of Tallahassee. One observer 
noted that “The soldiers and Negroes were in ecstasy; the citizens 
were not so enthusiastic.” (For the story see New York Times, June 
18, 1865, p. 2: “The Surrender of the Rebels in Florida”). Ellen Call 
Long later recalled: “The flag of the United States was raised on 
the same day of the proclamation, and a saturnalia was held for the 
negroes. The town negroes were more ready for the change of status. 
There was a broad grin on every countenance; shaking of hands, 
and a general air of extreme satisfaction...”  When the U.S. flag 
was lowered at sunset, two hundred guns were fired. (From Florida 
Breezes, page 381-382). McCook’s work was accomplished and 
on May 21, he departed Tallahassee to return to Macon, Georgia. 
General Benjamin C. Tilghman was sent to relieve him.

Claude’s Corner 
by Claude Kenneson, At-Large Board Member

The History of Emancipation Day  
and Why It Matters

African American workers and tenants celebrating Emancipation Day (May 20th) at 
Horseshoe Plantation, circa 1930s. From Florida Memory.

Union soldier reenactor with children during the Emancipation Day Celebration at the 
Knott House Museum in 2015. From Florida Memory.

continued on next page
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The first anniversary of Emancipation occurred on May 20, 1866. It 
was led by the Freedmen’s Benevolent Society who with townsfolks 
and guests celebrated the day of “universal freedom” with fife 
and drum. (Semi Weekly Floridian, May 22, 1866). In 1867, 2,000 
former slaves processed to Bull’s Pond (today’s Lake Ella) from the 
U.S. military camp in town, led by the U.S. flag, the Benevolent 
Society and the Independent Blues. Here they held a day long 
picnic and a political rally. (Semi Weekly Floridian, May 21, 1867). 
In 1871, Rev. Charles H. Pearce and members of the A.M.E. 
Church celebrated Emancipation Day with a party at Bull’s pond. 
On some occasions large crowds of African-American visitors 
arrived from the east by train to join the celebration here; on other 
occasions some from here went to Monticello or elsewhere for a 
picnic. In addition to the annual celebration of Emancipation, at 
least since 1871, the tradition of decorating Union soldiers’ graves 
in Old City Cemetery has been part of the observance (Semi Weekly 
Floridian, May 30, 1871). 

Emancipation Day on May 20, through the years since 1865, 
has been observed in numerous ways and places. There have 
been carrying of flags, parades, bands, processions, speeches by 
prominent black politicians and spokesmen, choosing of a queen, 
picnics with dinner on church grounds, with singing and drum 
beating, etc. Emancipation Day has been observed at Testerina 
Primitive Baptist Church, St. Phillips A.M.E. Church, Munree 
community, Dawkins Pond. (I Declare! by Malcolm Johnson, pages 
71-72). Other communities observing it have been Chaires, Lake 
Hall, Spring Hill, Macon, Bradfordville, and Buckland. (Tallahassee 
Magazine, May/June 1994, page 30).

This year’s celebration was held on Monday, May 20. The John 
G. Riley Museum Civil War Commemorative Service grave 
decoration was held at the Old City Cemetery. This was followed 
by the dramatic reading of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
Speeches and music were presented on the front steps of the Knott 
House Museum, as has been customary for a number of years. 
After the program, free lunch and family activities were available 
in Lewis Park across the street from the Knott house. In the 
afternoon free admission to local African American history sites 
were provided.

Last year I was surprised to learn from Mary May, a longtime 
friend and member of the Tallahassee Historical Society, that 
Emancipation Day was often held more than one day a year. She 
sent me an article from the Semi Weekly Floridian, January 2, 1872 
indicating that the Emancipation Celebration was also often held 
on January 1 or New Year’s Day. There are numerous other articles 
of subsequent observations that Mary discovered.  Upon further 
research I also learned that Watch Night or Freedom’s Eve was a 
result of the African American community gathering in church on 
December 31 to await the date of the signing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation by Lincoln on January 1, 1863 rather than the arrival 
of the New Year. It is also interesting to note that while Florida 
mainly celebrates May 20 as Emancipation Day, in Texas it didn’t 
happen until June 15th. Celebrated then, it is called Juneteenth. 
However, African Americans here as well as other places in the 
South are known to also observe it. 

Tallahassee Ties to D- Day

I wanted to take a minute to recognize several from Tallahassee 
who died during the Normandy invasion and in the days 
following the Allied landings. One was a Tallahassee native 
son while others had a Tallahassee connection – either briefly 
residing here or marrying a Tallahasseean.

6-Jun-1944: 1st Lieutenant William H Messer, of the US 
Army’s 18th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division (the Big 
Red One), was the brother of city attorney James Messer (for 
whom Messer Park is named). Lt. Messer was killed on June 
6th during the landings at age 24, presumably when the landing 
craft was sunk by enemy fire. He was a graduate of Leon High 
and the University of Florida. He is listed on the Tablets of the 
Missing at the Normandy Allied Cemetery overlooking Omaha 
Beach. There is also a cenotaph in his memory in Tallahassee’s 
Oakland Cemetery.

7-Jun-1944: Sgt. James P Dykes entered the service in Feb. 
1940, before Pearl Harbor. After America’s entrance into the 
war, Dykes fought with the US Army in campaigns in North 
Africa and Sicily before participating in the D-Day landing. 
Like Messer, he too was with US Army’s 18th Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Infantry Division. He was killed in action on 
June 7th at age 22. He was posthumously awarded the Silver 
Star. Initially buried in France, his remains were returned 
stateside in 1947 and he is interred in Jackson County. While it 
appears Dykes was a native of Marianna, he is listed on the War 
Department casualty list as being from Leon County.

24-Jul-1944: Private First Class (Pfc.) Joseph A. Anderson 
was born in Arran, Wakulla Co. in 1915 and joined the Army 
in Feb. 1941, before Pearl Harbor. Prior to entering the service, 
he resided at 855 Dent Street, in Frenchtown. During the 
Normandy invasion, he was with the Army’s 8th Infantry 
Regiment, 4th Infantry Division. He was the brother of Annie 
G. Anderson, of Tallahassee. He was killed in action on July 
24th at age 28. His remains were returned to the US and he 
is interred in Arran Cemetery in Wakulla Co. His draft card 
indicated he was 5’ 11”, 145 lbs., blue eyes, brown hair with 
ruddy complexion.

11-Aug-1944: Captain Shelby J Hildebrand, US Army’s 118th 
Field Artillery, 30th Infantry Division, was the husband of 
the former Pauline Hancock. Pauline was a graduate of Leon 
High and was commissioned a lieutenant in the Army Nurse 
Corps and served overseas in the North Africa campaign. 
Her husband was killed in action on August 11, 1944 at age 
25. His remains were returned to the US and he is interred in 
Memphis, TN. Capt. Hildebrand was posthumously awarded 
the Bronze Star medal for gallantry in action. He was survived 
by an infant son. Pauline died in Tallahassee in March 2000.

By Matthew Lutz

Emancipation Day, continued
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Seminole Indian Clothing Authority
By Martha Saconchik-Pytel

It is amazing the number of history-directed individuals that are 
members of our Tallahassee Historical Society. We see them every 
month but do not realize their occupations or their connection to 
history. One such person is Christopher Kimball who has studied 
the Seminole Indian history and culture for 30 years participating 
in living history presentations of Florida’s Seminole Wars, 1817 
to 1858. He has taken part in historical documentaries and helped 
develop museum displays. In 2009, he was commissioned by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum to reproduce 
a Seminole coat for the “Chief Osceola” horseback rider at Florida 
State University football games. Since 1982, he has recreated 
many items for museums and individuals. 

Each garment is hand-made by him using historical patterns, 
taking 40 or more hours to complete, or approximately a month 
of his time. He is self-taught but gained experience in sewing 
through various programs in which he has taken part. His interest 
in the subject stems from his mother who was an anthropologist. 

Along with his exceptional knowledge of the Indian culture, Mr. 
Kimball is a document specialist for the Division of Elections 
under the Florida Department of State receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in public administration from the University of Central 

Florida. His wide range of skills and experiences also include a 
State of Florida Park Specialist, an Army Veteran Staff Sergeant, 
and a published Florida author.

As a Park Specialist for the state of Florida, he worked in the 
western Everglades from 2003-2013. He was in the Army, active 
for five years and three more in the reserves during the Desert 
Storm conflict. After 20 years of research, his book Seminole and 
Creek War Chronology, now in a second edition, Seminole & 
Creek War Events—Revised, documents the Creek and Seminole 
Wars of the southeast showing hundreds of battles, skirmishes 
and events, listed by date, that are often overlooked in previous 
publications. 

Seminole Indian collectibles on Ebay cover 10 pages. Among 
them are postcards, palmetto dolls, paintings, photos, patchwork 
skirts, blouses and jackets. The jackets, like those made by Kimball 
sell for $500 and more.

Sources

1. Interviews by author with Christopher Kimball.                                             

2. Ebay.com –“ Seminole Indian Collectibles.”

Left: The Museum of Florida History commissioned this Seminole shirt and coat reproduction of 1840 by Christopher Kimball for display in their exhibit. Right: Kimball is 
shown at the Seminole Brighton Reservation at Lake Okeechobee with a rider wearing the coat he made that is worn at the Florida State University football games.  

Images courtesy of Chris Kimball.
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We knew this headline would get 
your attention. As one 
of my old newspaper 
publishers said, 
jokingly (I think): 
“Make it early, make it 
short, and if you have 
to, make it up.”

The Tallahassee 
Historical Society was 
honored to have Mayor 
John Dailey come and 
speak at our last meeting 
of the season, May 9, at 
the home of Dave and 
Mary Alma Lang.  We 
had one of our largest 
turnouts of the season, and 
lots of good food and 
friendship, and a mayor 
who seemed relieved 
that he was not going 
through a replay of the 
Killearn Homeowners 
Association meeting of 
a few nights earlier.

Mayor Dailey spoke 
for about 45 minutes 
on his vision of the 
city, the importance 
of preserving our 
historical resources 
and bringing a 
broad spectrum 
of the community 
to the table as plans 
for Tallahassee’s bicentennial get 
under way.  The biggest news was his 
announcement that he is proposing a 
historic preservation officer for the city, 

an announcement that was met with 
applause.  

The mayor was made an official 
honorary member of the historical 
society which, as your fearless leader 
told him was “really a license for us 
to pester him on various issues.” He 
acknowledged our license to do so.

Over the course of this summer, the 
THS board will meet several times, 
planning our speaking schedule 
for the hall (hint: we have several 
commitments already, including 
Florida’s Secretary of State), but 
also including other projects that 
we have been working on for some 
years.  Some of those ongoing 
projects are our attempts to create 

and implement a five-year 
plan that will include our 
involvement in the city’s 
bicentennial, our treasurer, 
Andy Wright’s efforts to 
clean and restore the Calvin 
Phillips Mausoleum in 
Oakland Cemetery and his 
efforts to collect, catalog and 
post on our Facebook page and 
website vintage Tallahassee 
photographs.  There are other 
things that we are ruminating 
about; one possibility is a 
regular podcast devoted to 
Tallahassee and Leon County 
history.

It is fun to be a member of the 
Tallahassee Historical Society; you 
never know what’s coming down the 
pike.  Come be part of the fun.

“The Whole World is Watching.”   
Mayor Dailey calls out Police to break up violent protests  

at THS Picnic ( Just kidding)

Mayor Dailey addresses Tallahassee Historical 
Society members and is presented with the official 
THS travel mug by THS president Bob Holladay.
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A Brief History of the Tallahassee Chain of Parks
By Maurice Majszak

Genevieve Randolph Park 
A group of local women, headed by Genevieve Mary (Valle) 
Randolph, (1847-1911) formed the Tallahassee Improvement 
Association in 1891.  In the following 10 years they planted 
and named five more city parks along what was once McCarty 
Street that is now Park Avenue.  The work of the Tallahassee 
Improvement Association was carried on by the Tallahassee 
Woman’s Club and by the Tallahassee Garden Club.  In 1938, 
in cooperation with the city, these groups permanently named 
and replanted all seven of the downtown parks.  The Park 
between Meridian and Gadsden Streets was named Genevieve 
Randolph in her honor.  She was married to Arthur Lee 
Randolph.  Genevieve and Arthur Randolph resided on the 
SW corner of Park Avenue and 
Calhoun Street.  Genevieve 
passed on November 23, 
1911, at the age of 64, and 
is laid to rest in St. John’s 
Episcopal Church Cemetery, 
Tallahassee, Florida, beside her 
husband Arthur.  At the east 
end of the park is the “Peace 
Rose Garden.”  On April 29, 
1995, it was dedicated to the 
love of roses and the hope 
of everlasting World Peace.  
It commemorates the 50th 
Anniversary of the Peace Rose 
and the end of World War II.  
The Peace Rose Garden was 
a collaborative effort of the 
City of Tallahassee Parks and 
Recreation Department and 
the Tallahassee Area Rose Society.

Lewis Park
Captain William Cheever Lewis (1859-1930), was a city 
councilman (1893-1897) and prominent resident whose 
mansion fronted the north side of 200 Foot Street (now Park 
Avenue), In May 1885, Lewis received permission from the 
City Council to plant a second park opposite his home.  The 
first park was Leon Park.  Lewis Park was 340 feet long and 
120 feet wide on each side, with a 40-foot drive abutting the 
north and south edges.  The Lewis Park design established 
the pattern for the remaining downtown parks that followed.  

Lewis was also captain of the local Governor’s Guards state 
militia company.  Mr. Lewis passed on March 27, 1930, at 
age 70, and is buried in the Old City Cemetery, Tallahassee, 
Florida.  At the east end of Lewis Park, from 1844 to 1974, 
stood “Tallahassee’s May Oak”.  Each year, Spring was 
welcomed into Tallahassee under the tree with a celebration 
and the crowning of the May Queen on the first Friday in May.

Bloxham Park
William Dunnington. Bloxham (1835-1911), served as the 
Florida’s 13th and 17th governor and was the first who was a 
native-born Tallahasseean.  He graduated from the College of 

William and Mary in Virginia 
with a law degree, was accepted 
into the Florida Bar, but never 
practiced law.  Instead, he 
returned home and became a 
cotton planter, as was his father. 
In November 1856, he married 
Mary C. Davis.  To them were 
born a son, William, and a 
daughter, Martha.  On the eve 
of the Civil War, Bloxham was 
elected to the Florida House 
of Representatives.  In 1870, 
he was elected to the office of 
Lieutenant Governor; but was 
not sworn in until June 3, 1872, 
due to political maneuvering 
that ended up in the Florida 
Supreme Court.  The delay in 

being sworn in left him with no actual time to truly serve the 
state.  He was appointed Secretary of State in 1876.  In 1880 he 
became Florida’s 13th governor. As such, he restored the state’s 
failing budget and launched the railroad business.  He became 
U.S. Surveyor-General of Florida in 1885.  In 1890 he was 
appointed Florida State Comptroller.  In 1897 he was re-elected 
as Florida’s 17th governor, the first person in Florida ever 
re-elected to that office.  During his second administration, he 
reestablished the State Railroad Commission, aided the federal 
government in the Spanish-American War with troops and 
training camps, conducted audits to control waste of state funds, 
and improved voting laws.  He passed on March 15, 1911, at 
age 75, and is buried in St. Johns Episcopal Church Cemetery, 
Tallahassee, Florida next to his first wife, Mary Davis.

Biking through the Chain of Parks in Tallahassee. From Florida Memory.
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Ponce de Leon Park
Until the 1880s, there were no formal parks in the city 
of Tallahassee.  In 1881, construction of the Leon Hotel 
commenced at 110 East 200 Foot Street (now Park Avenue), 
previously the site of the county Court House and the first 
county jail.  It was located on the north side of Park Avenue 
between Monroe and Adams Streets.  A Victorian style, 2-story 
building, the Leon Hotel had ornate porches on the first and 
second floors with sprawling grounds.  When the Leon Hotel 
was planned, the developers decided to construct a park south 
of the hotel.  They named it, “Leon Park.”  This created the 
first of the seven downtown Chain of Parks.  The Park area 
was also the site of the City Market House from 1831 through 
1881.  The Hotel Leon burned to the ground in 1885 and again, 
destroyed by fire in 1925.  In 1938, Leon Park was renamed, 
“Ponce de Leon”, in recognition of Spanish explorer Juan Ponce 
de Leon, who discovered Florida is the namesake of Leon 
County, Florida.

McCarty Park
William Mason McCarty (1789-1863) attended the College of 
William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, where he studied 
law.  McCarty was admitted to the Bar and commenced 
practice in Virginia.  He was a member of the Virginia State 
Senate in 1823.  After moving to Florida, he was prominently 
identified with the administration of the newly acquired 
territory and, in 1826, was appointed by President John Quincy 
Adams as Secretary of the Territory of Florida, following the 
resignation of George Walton.  In 1827, McCarty served as 
Acting Governor of the Territory for a short time.  In 1830, 
he returned to Virginia where he practiced law in Loudoun 
County.  He continued to serve its citizens as a Virginia 
State Senator in 1830-1831, and a member of the Twenty-
sixth Congress from January 25, 1840 to March 4, 1841.  He 
passed on December 20, 1863, at age 73 or 74, and is buried 
in Shockoe Hill Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia.  Originally 
named Lafayette Park, the name was changed to McCarty Park 
in 1938.  From the 1820s until 1905, Park Avenue was named 
McCarty Street.

E. Peck Greene Park
Edgar Peck Greene (1884-1948) was born in Arkansas, 
moved to Arcadia, Florida at an early age, and attended 
Florida Agricultural College at Lake City, graduating in 
1904.  Greene took employment as an assistant chemist 
with the Florida Department of Agriculture in Tallahassee, 
where he worked throughout his life. Always an advocate for 
Tallahassee’s beautification efforts, he landscaped the area 
around his building and the Capital.  In 1931, he was asked by 
the Tallahassee Garden Club to landscape the Chain of Parks. 
Greene drew up plans for all seven parks and participated 
in much of the planting.  In 1935, Greene was named the 
city’s Official Landscape Beauty Consultant, and oversaw 
improvements to the Florida Governor’s Mansion and Leon 
County Courthouse.  In 1937, he was named a member of the 
city’s Park Board.  Mr. Greene passed on April 4, 1948 and 
is buried in Oakland Cemetery.  Originally named Cherokee 
Park, the name was changed to E. Peck Greene Park in 1938.

Cherokee Park
Originally named Duval Park, the name was changed to 
Cherokee Park in 1938.  The park was named Cherokee, 
in honor of the rose variety that flourishes in Tallahassee.  
Cherokee Park was the location of the 1st public tennis courts 
in Tallahassee.
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Top-left: Map of Tallahassee, 1930. Top-right: Green Derby, 1212 S. 
Monroe (a favorite night spot) - Looking south from beyond the rail-
road overpass, 1939. Bottom-left: Looking south on Monroe St. from 
railroad overpass, 1958 - Green Derby building (right), site of B. & W. 
Fruit Market. Bottom-right: Aerial View, SE, over Capitol, 1950s.

The Changing Face of South Monroe Street,  
Tallahassee, ca. 1930–2010

All photos from State of Florida Archives (Florida Memory Project)
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Top: View NE, Centennial Field, south of railroad overpass, 1962. 
Middle-left: View of flooding south of railroad overpass, 1964 - B & 
W Fruit Market & Country Flower Shop (Site of old Green Derby). 
Middle-right: Aerial View - looking WSW over S. Monroe St. 1960s 
- Oakland St. (right); FAMU (upper right). Bottom-left: View SW 
-- Flooded South Monroe at RR overpass, 1985. Bottom-right: View 
north on S. Monroe St. near intersection with Oakland Avenue, 2009.
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An architect by training, an artist at heart, and a native Tallahasseean, I came home to an ailing father in 2011 to be 
a daughter at his side. Then I took the time to finish a few things promised him, and now I find myself quite possibly 
embarking on a path that I started long ago— preparing to do a thesis for a Masters of Architecture at FAMU.

So, “What is the image of a city?” and how does one construct or learn about the Image of a City? To get at this 
question, I reviewed Kevin Lynch 1960’s book, The Image of the City. In the book are case studies from Los Angeles, 
Boston, and New Jersey where he asks questions to understand the form of each city; he looked at the impact of 
cars on pedestrians; and the impact of cities on life and well being of people. Lynch, who started by asking people 
questions and observing what people used to guide them in a city  generated a way of talking about “way-finding” in a 
city and how people generated a “sense of place”. I hope to do the same for Tallahassee.  Going back to the 60’s, back 
to where it all began, as a happening on the street, I ask now:  

What do you see in your city? And answer the following survey inspired by Kevin Lynch.

Please make your remarks from your private own reverie; take a pencil or pen or crayon in hand; sip a cool drink and 
share your memories of Tallahassee. When done please mail response to Deborah DeSilets, 1233 Lutterloh Road, 
Tallahassee FL 32305. Working with me is Troy Monroe, and we call our teamwork IMAGE NETWORK. We will 
complete this effort by FALL of 2019. We will let you all know the outcome.

“One of the major themes of Man’s recorded thought has been a recurrent attempt to make sense of his relationship to 
the world he finds himself in.  It is impossible to conceive of Man in a void as it has become to think of him outside 
society, a solitary animal in a featureless landscape; and of course the two contexts – the geographical and the social –
are inextricably linked.”  - Introduction to the Penguin Book of English Pastoral Verse, 1974

Survey questions are available below and on the next page, or you can fill out the survey online by clicking here.

 

What comes to mind when you think of Tallahassee?

 

 

What Landmarks come to mind when you think of Tallahassee?

 

 

What is Your Image for Tallahassee?
~~ A Survey ~~

By Deborah Desilets
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What Landmarks do you regularly recognize when you commute through the city?

  

 

Think about a trip to family or friend’s house. What landmarks do you use to navigate to their house?

  

 

Do you have a favorite part of town? Why?

 

 

Do you have a favorite street? Why?

 

 

Describe Tallahassee.

 

 

A Mental Image Map can be any visual representation that comes to mind when you think of a place. 
This can be a literal or non-literal representation. What does Tallahassee “look” like to you? Take out a 
sheet of paper and draw your image map, then, using a cell phone or scanner, upload the image.

 

 

Please list 5-7 recreational activities that you like to do in Tallahassee (i.e., rock climbing, mountain 
biking, yoga, dance, bingo, movies, eating out; feel free to give as much detail as you’d like).

 

 

Is there anything you wish you could do more of in Tallahassee?

 

 

What are your favorite places to visit in Tallahassee? Why?   

 

 

What are your favorite cities to visit outside of Tallahassee? Why?
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It’s summertime! Get outside, meet some people,  
and recruit them to join the Tallahassee Historical Society!

Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc. - 501 (c)(3)
Membership Application

Annual membership dues: Individual, $20; Family, $30; College, $10; High School, $5 
Membership extends one year from payment date.

Make checks payable to:
Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc. and include this form with your payment.

Hand deliver at event or mail to:
Membership Coordinator

Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 3713

Tallahassee, FL 32315

Membership type (Check One):  Individual r        Family r        College r        High School r        
Amount paid:                                       Date:           /       /          
Name:                                                                                               Family member(s), if applicable:
1)                                                                                                 2)                                                                
Address:                                                                                                                                                           
City:                                                                             State:                                        Zip:                             
Phone: (       )                                            Email:                                                                                           

Thank you for your support!
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Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 3713

Tallahassee, FL 32315
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Name:                                                                                               Family member(s), if applicable:
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Address:                                                                                                                                                           
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Phone: (       )                                            Email:                                                                                           

Thank you for your support!


