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When Florida’s Secretary of State, Laurel M. Lee, was 
in school, she was assigned to interview a member of the 
Southern California community who had been alive at the 
turn of the 20th century.  That would have meant someone 
in their 80s.

“Lucky for me, I was in elementary school when there were 
a lot of those folks still around,” Lee said one day a couple 
of weeks ago in her office at the R.A. Gray Building on 
Bronough Street. “The assignment was to talk to people 
about their lives, what they had seen, and the changes that 
had taken place in the United States.  I chose a woman 
named Helen Grisamore, not famous at all, but someone 
who had seen a lot.  She remembered all sorts of things, 
of course: the pre-television world, which for someone 
as young as I was, was inconceivable.  It made a lasting 
impression on me about the value of oral history, and how 
rapidly things change.”

Lee’s assignment underscored something else about the 
study of history that often gets lost, particularly in the 
academic arena, where sweeping generalizations and 
national and international events have long held sway:  the 
importance of the local and the individual, not only in 
making history, but in being a part of history, often without 
their knowledge.

The Tallahassee Historical Society is honored to have 
Secretary Lee as its first speaker for the 2019-2020 
season.  On Thursday night, October 10, she will address 
the membership (and guests) about the women’s suffrage 
movement in Florida, a movement that required the 
involvement of thousands of individuals, many of whom 
might not have been aware that they were making history.  
Almost one hundred years ago, the 19th Amendment 
became part of the U.S. Constitution, ending a struggle 
by women for the vote that began well before the Civil 
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War.  What is perhaps most interesting about this story is 
that the State of Florida did not officially ratify the 19th 
Amendment until 1969.  We shouldn’t feel too bad about it, 
though.  Georgia didn’t ratify it until 1970, and Mississippi 
until 1984.

“The struggle over womens’ suffrage is one of those issues 
that is hard to imagine in 2019,” Lee said.  “When I talk to 
young people about this, they simply can’t understand a time 
when women couldn’t vote.   I try to make it practical to 
them in that I ask them what it would be like if their mother 
or father disagreed about a political topic, but only one of 
them could actually do anything about it at the ballot box.  
It tends to get their attention.”

Lee, whose career includes time  as an attorney for the 
Carlton Fields law firm,  an Assistant U.S. Attorney 
for the Middle District of Florida, an Assistant Federal 
Public Defender in the Middle District of Florida and 
Circuit Court Judge in Florida’s Thirteenth Judicial 
Circuit, accepted the position of Secretary of State from 
Governor Ron DeSantis in January of this year.  She is 
one of several powerful women in Florida government, 
including Attorney General Ashley Moody and Agriculture 
Commissioner Nikki Fried, who have come to exemplify a 
youthful, energetic state government.  As Secretary of State, 
Lee oversees a sprawling agency that has oversight of the 
Florida election process, and virtually all of Florida’s public 
history, including museums, historical sites,  and the state’s 
archaeological resources. 

“That is one of the things that surprises people,” Lee 
said, “the breadth of our mission.  I’m very glad that my 
background is in law, particularly in considering election-
related legislation, but really in all facets of this job.”

Lee is no stranger to Florida history.  Her husband, State 
Senator Tom Lee, is a longtime board member of The Tampa 
History Center, an institution that chronicles Tampa’s 
history, including but not limited to the cigar factories at 
Ybor City.

“It is relatively new,” she said, “but with its meeting spaces 
and traveling exhibits that they bring in, it helps tell the 
story and rich history of a very diverse community.”

Even though Tallahassee has no museum dedicated solely to 
the city’s history, Lee is impressed by what is here.  In our 
interview, she mentioned the local historical sites, such as 
Mission San Luis, the Grove, and Goodwood.

“The Grove is probably as close to a Tallahassee history 
museum as there is,” she said.  “Jonathan Grandage does an 
outstanding job over there, as does Jonathan Sheppard at 
Mission San Luis.  Then you have the Knott House, and of 
course there’s the Archives. You cannot do serious research 

about the state without visiting the Archives.  Florida only 
became a state in 1845, but its history, of course, is the 
earliest in North America.”

The Department of States archaeological efforts intersect 
with its historical efforts, whether it is the conservation 
lab in the basement of the Gray Building, or the Bureau 
of Archaeological Research headquartered in the Martin 
House.  Several months ago, archaeologists with BAR 
brought in an early dugout canoe discovered at the bottom 
of a lake in central Florida near Avon Park.  Lee was there 
when the canoe was offloaded and put into the conservation 
tank where it has been undergoing treatment.

“I’m proud of our conservation labs,” she said.  “Whether it 
is found on land or underwater, we have the capabilities of 
preserving, restoring it, and preparing it for public display.”

There always seems to be something going on in the Gray 
Building and the Museum of Florida History.  As I was 
interviewing Secretary Lee, the museum was preparing its 
annual quilt exhibit, an event that draws thousands; there is 
archaeological work being done at Manasota Key, as well as 
work on the shipwrecks at Dog Island exposed by Hurricane 
Michael last year.

“We are, of course, about to go back into our legislative 
session, so we’ll be looking to fund our grant programs,” 
she said, “programs that include archaeology, art, and lots 
of subjects.  We are getting ready to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Division of Cultural Affairs, and that’s a 
big deal because it was official government recognition that 
all of this—history, archaeology, art—really do matter.”

The Department of State is also involved in the ongoing 
investigation of the Dozier School for Boys where nearly 50 
graves were unearthed from 2013-2015.

“We are working with a team of archaeologists and 
anthropologists from the University of South Florida.  Once 
we gather more data as to what appears to be there, we’ll 
be able to determine what our next steps are.  At this point, 
our primary objective is to develop a better understanding 
of what is there.  This is going to involve a lot of forensic 
research before we can even talk about what might happen 
to that site,” she said.

History is not a static profession.  There is very little 
involving the study of it that is not interpretive, and 
interpretations change.  One of the challenges of the Florida 
Department of State’s oversight of the state’s history is 
being able to reflect interpretations as they change.  It’s a 
full-time job for everybody involved, especially the secretary 
of the department.
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Walker Library to be Resurrected
By Martha Saconchik-Pytel

Built around 1903/04, the David Walker Library was 
located on the south side of Park between Monroe and 
Calhoun at 209 East Park Avenue. This was a private 
subscription library organized as the University Library 
in 1883 by Governor David Shelby Walker. It was first 
housed in rooms upstairs on the southeast corner of Park 
and Monroe. 

It was Tallahassee’s first library from 1903 to 1956. 
Since 1977, it had served as headquarters of Springtime 
Tallahassee, Inc., the organization that runs that annual 
festival.

David Walker was born in Kentucky on May 2, 1815. 
He came to Leon County in 1837 
when he was 22 to study law and 
enter a career of public service. 
He served in Florida’s first 
legislature in 1845 as a 
senator from Leon and 
Wakulla Counties and 
then in the House of 
Representatives in 1848. 
From 1849 to 1854 he 
was the state register of 
lands and superintendent of 
public schools. In 1850, he 
set up the state’s first system 
of free schools. In 1857, the 
school he helped establish 
in Tallahassee was absorbed 
into the new West Florida 
Seminary, forerunner 
of today’s Florida State 
University. He was appointed Florida’s eighth governor in 
1865-1868 after the Civil War. In 1868, he returned to his 
law practice and was appointed a circuit judge in 1876, a 
position he held until his death in 1891.

In 1884, local citizens accepted Walker’s offer of two rooms 
for a library in a building he owned at the southeast corner 
of the Park and Monroe. Residents raised donations to buy 
books and create a reading room, which was open to the 
public. In 1903, after Walker’s death, the building was sold 
in exchange for the lot next door on East Park Avenue. His 
widow donated the lot to the library association, which 
built the present red brick, white-columned building – with 
a large sign over the doorway that reads “Library” -- named 
in honor of Walker for his support of the library.

The Walker Library served the community from 1903 to 

1956, when the library moved into the basement of the 
Columns, an antebellum mansion two blocks west on Park 
Avenue (a building since relocated to Duval Street and 
Park Avenue.) In 1962, the county library moved into the 
former Elks Club on North Monroe Street. In 1978, the 
library relocated to the basement of the Northwood Mall. 
In January 1991, the Leon County Leroy Collins Library 
opened in its present home at 200 West Park Avenue.

 This 1962 photo shows the library was located between the former Cherokee Hotel 
and Western Union building. (Florida State Archives).

 The Walker Library as it appears today. (Skylight Partners, LLC) 

 Official portrait of David Walker as 
governor. (Florida State Archives).



4

In 1922-1923, the four-story Cherokee Hotel was built on 
the east side of the Walker Library but was demolished in 
1964. Its Westside neighbor, the building where Walker 
started his library, and known for decades as the Western 
Union building, was torn down in 1978, to build the Florida 
Home Builders Association building, which is now replaced 
by the $20 million Ballard building that takes up the 
southeast corner of Park Avenue and South Monroe Street.

In 1976, the Walker Trust fund had no remaining capital. 
In 1989 it became a visitor information center and home 
to Springtime Tallahassee. When the new Ballard building 
was under construction, Springtime Tallahassee, Inc., 
moved into temporary quarters at 501 E. Tennessee St., 
across from Leon High. It did not return to the Walker 
Library. What it did do was put out a “For Sale” sign at the 
library. Many did not see that sign as it was sold right away 
in May of 2019 for $300,000 to Skylight Partners (You will 
see a lease sign with their name outside the library now).

Although Matt was born in Virginia he went to school 
at Sealy and graduated from Leon High School. He 
worked for the State of Florida and is now with a private 
data company here. He owns other rental properties in 
Tallahassee and counts this as his home. He hopes to rent 
the library with its old furniture and lighting fixtures and 
maintain the feel of the l03 year old building. There are no 
plans to change the outside in any way. An inside office 
partition, not of the initial structure may be removed. 
Modern desks will be removed but old furniture and 
fixtures will be retained. In the interview, it was apparent 
that future plans for the library seek to retain the inside 
historic look.

An ad for the library space can be seen on Craig’s List. It 
states the library overlooks Bloxham Park on the Chain of 
Parks and is a short walk from the Capitol Complex. It also 
denotes the building has about 2300 square feet of usable 
floor space and that creative leasing options are available.

Suggestions from tenant interviews for the use of the 
library include: retail space, offices, a wine bar and 
photography studios. However, before new tenants move in, 
repair work remains to be done on a corner of the roof and 
a section of the inside ceiling along with further cleaning of 
the interior. Until then, interviews will continue until Matt 

 Interior view of the Walker Library in 1967.  (Florida Memory Collection)  Interior view in 8/2019 with no books. They were donated to the FSU library.  
(Skylight Partners, LLC)

A marvelous sight is the Walker Library ceiling with its delicately  
crafted woodwork. (Author)
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2020 Speaker’s Schedule

October 10 - Sec. of State Laurel Lee 
“The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Florida”

November 14 - Martha Saconchik-Pytel,  
Andy Wright 

“Calvin Phillips and his Marvelous Mausoleum” 

December 12 - Jonathan Lammers 
“The Houstoun Plantation and Historical Memory”  
7 pm, The Old Willis Dairy, 1609 Centerville Road. 

Note: The December meeting is a pot luck Christmas dinner 
cooked by members with meats provided by THS.  

Guests may purchase tickets for $10.

January  9 - “Historic Churches of Tallahassee” 
Lynn McLarty (Trinity Methodist Church) 

Terri Messler (Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church) 
Roger Ponder (St. John’s  Episcopal Church) 

Peggy West (First Presbyterian Church) 
Dr. Reginald Witherspoon (historic black churches)

February 13 - Dr. Alexander Brickler 
“My Life and Career and the Changes I’ve Seen”

March 12 - Andrew Frank, Professor of History, FSU 
“The Southeastern Indian Tribes and the Art of Survival”

April 9 - Lou Hill 
“Fire, Fury, and Flood: An Archaeological and 

Historical Account of the Decimation of the 1837 
Apalachicola Waterfront”

May 14 - J. Doug Smith 
“The Struggle for Tallahassee Railroads.” 

Summer Picnic, Annual Meeting and  
Election of Board Members 

7 pm: location to be determined 
Note: Pot luck picnic cooked by members with meats 

provided by THS. Guests may purchase tickets for $10.

Bibliography

1. Ensley, Gerald, Tallahassee Democrat, Published 6:19 p.m. ET April 20, 2016.

2. Florida State Archives Photo Collection.

3. E-mails and interview with Matt Cooper on August 9, 2019 from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. at the Walker Library.

finds a “good fit for the library.”

This author will keep in touch with Matt and relate to you 
the new use of the building with its resurrection date.

Top: This is the sign in front of the library today.  Bottom: One of the Skylight 
Partners, LLC, Matt Cooper, granted an interview to this writer on August 9, 

2019, for insight into the future of the library. (Author’s photograph)
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The rise of television in North Florida is a compelling 
story that has been little told...until now. In an attempt 
to make this history available to a wider audience, a new 
book, Behind the Looking Glass: The Rise of television in North 
Florida, is now available (e.g., at the Tallahassee Historical 
Society and the State Library of Florida). This book is the 
basis for a historical exhibit to be presented at the 78th 
North Florida Fair, November 11-17 of this year. Claude 
Kenneson was the first Tallahassee person to read the book.

The Fair has not had such historical exhibits before, but 
Mark Harvey (the fair manager) is willing to experiment. 
The exhibit consists of a display board, summarizing twelve 
individual segments of an accompanying over one-hour 
movie, along with the large-screen-displayed movie 
(presenting information from the book). The movie is 
narrated by one of the eyewitnesses to the rise of television, 
the oldest son of Tallahassee’s first TV weatherman, Willie 
the Weatherman. However, not known to many is the 
fact that Willie (Bill Ragsdale; W.E. Ragsdale) was one 
of the technical builders of WCTV (Tallahassee’s and 
Thomasville’s first commercial TV station) and was also 
Chief Engineer (and one of the builders) of North Florida’s 
first educational TV station, WFSU-TV. The son (book’s 
author), as a child and teenager, visited all of the Tallahassee 
TV venues and still remembers in detail. Willie also wrote 

of his experiences, though these writings have not been 
made public until now.

Another very important part of the fair exhibit is a series 
of exhibit attendants who can answer questions and play 
movie segments requested by a fairgoer. Because of the long 
operating hours of the Fair, quite a number of attendants 
would be desirable. 

If you are interested in being an attendant (it would be 
helpful to read the book or at least watch the movie), please 
go to www.northfloridafair.com and choose the volunteer 
tab. Mark Harvey will select all volunteers. However, he has 
offered to let selected persons view the movie in advance; he 
has it set up in his office at the fairgrounds; 441 East Paul 
Russell Road, Tallahassee 32301; contact him at 850-878-
3247. Hopefully you will be able to find a few hours to help 
in this endeavor.

Top left: WCTV’s Good Morning show staff, 1962, with Willie the Weatherman, 
left). Right: WCTV’s studio on North Monroe Street, 1960. Bottom right: A 
segment with Red Parham filmied in the WCTV studio.  (Florida Memory)

The Rise of Television in North Florida: 
Exhibit at the North Florida Fair

By Charles Ragsdale
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(President’s Note: There has been a fair amount of recent literature 
on Civil War memory and how the war and its dead were 
memorialized. Just four recent books are: Karen Cox’s Daughters 
of Dixie, about the U.D.C.; Drew Gilpin Faust’s Republic of 
Suffering, about how the war changed the American perspective 
on death; David Blight’s Race and Reunion; and Ethan Kytle 
and Blain Roberts’s Denmark Vesey’s Garden, about competing 
memories in Charleston, South Carolina. Given the controversy 
that has surfaced since 2015 over Confederate monuments and 
their locations, including in Florida, Your Fearless Leader asked 
our crack investigator, Claude Kenneson, to research the history of 
Tallahassee’s lone Civil War Confederate Monument, facing 
east from the old Capitol grounds overlooking Monroe Street. 
Claude, as usual, did a first-class job on this and we hope it 
is informative. The Tallahassee Historical Society takes no 
position on the monument’s ownership or location.)   -BH

I was interested in the Civil War monument in front of the 
Old Capitol several years before it even surfaced as an object of 
removal in 2017 and again recently this year. I was determined to 
find out why, when, by whom, and how it was erected. My research 
ended up in a 2012 notebook in the State Library entitled The 
Memorial Association and Memorial Day at Tallahassee, Florida.

According to the Florida-Union ( Jacksonville) on July 14, 1866, 
it was the Floridian & Journal (Tallahassee) that first told of the 
formation of the Florida Memorial Association by the ladies 
of Tallahassee, which at some point later became known as the 
Ladies Memorial Association.  They will be referred to here as 
the Ladies. It was to be a statewide organization, and each county 
was to organize a sewing society for the purpose of raising funds 
for the Association. Because the federal government at the end of 
the war refused to care for the graves of Confederate soldiers, the 
Florida Memorial Association would maintain them, give private 
instructions to the children of dead soldiers, and raise funds for 

a monument. Also, the second Saturday in April was decreed 
Memorial Day, when the decoration of soldiers’ graves and a 
ceremony, including an oration would take place.

It all began when the Ladies advertised a Calico Ball in the 
Semi-Weekly Floridian on February 5, 1867. In the following issue 
(February 8, 1867) three ministers objected to dancing and revelry 
associated with public balls. They felt this was neither the proper 
way to honor the soldiers who died in hospitals and on battlefields 
nor to show sympathy to their widows and orphans. The lead 
signer of the letters was J.E. DuBose, Pastor Presbyterian Church. 
Also signing was James O. Branch, Pastor Methodist Church, and 

Claude’s Corner 
by Claude Kenneson, At-Large Board Member

A Few Words about Tallahassee’s  
Confederate Monument

Left: Florida’s Capitol building with Confederate monument in front.  
Right: Detail of the monument. Photos by Andy Wright.
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James A. Harold, Rector St. John’s Church. A series of exchanges 
between the Ladies and the ministers followed, and on February 
19 the Ladies posted an invitation to the Charity Ball. The March 
5, 1867 edition reported that the Ball was a success, and when 
all expenses were paid off the Ladies had $373 left. The Ladies 
at this time said they were unable to promote the erection of the 
monument and the money would be used to relieve destitute 
widows and orphans.

By 1873, the Ladies were decorating the graves, not only of 
Confederate soldiers but Union as well.  Apparently, the driving 
force behind Tallahassee’s Confederate monument was Miss 
Margaret Brown, who was elected Regent.  In her obituary dated 
August 11, 1887, it was said of her that “she tirelessly made 
sure each year that the graves of the soldiers were appropriately 
decorated, sometimes doing it all by herself.” Moreover, “The 
Soldiers Monument in Capitol Square is also a memorial of her 
ceaseless energies exerted in securing its erection, for it can truly 
be said that she, more than anyone else deserves credit for the 
testimonial of our continued love for the soldiers who gave their 
lives for the South.”

The Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian frequently reported on the 
activities of the Ladies Memorial Association, including charity 
balls and fundraisers to help relieve disabled soldiers, destitute 
widows, and orphans of deceased soldiers with food, clothing, and 
blankets. The April 26, and April 30, 1867, issues also reported 
on the first Memorial Day celebration at Old City Cemetery, 
“attended by a number of gentlemen and deputations from 
several schools.” The graves were decorated with flowers and T.W. 
Brevard was the orator. In 1871 we are told that garlands, wreaths, 
and crosses were placed on the graves.

The topic of a monument was again raised in 1876. The May 2nd 
Weekly Floridian  reported, “In the admirable address delivered by 
Col. Brevard on Memorial Day, he suggested that a monument to 
the Confederate dead buried here should be erected, and we learn 
that the Ladies Memorial Association will proceed at once to 
carry out the suggestion--and sure we are that success will crown 
their efforts.”

True to form, the Ladies began a small effort to raise funds for 
the erection of a monument. The Weekly Floridian reported on 
July 17, 1877, that “the Ladies have printed in pamphlet form the 
address delivered by Rev. Mr. Long, on Memorial Day, which was 
so much admired. Sold for benefit of the Monumental [sic] Fund 
and may be had at McDougall’s Book Store.” Little more was 
done until 1879 when serious efforts were made to raise funds, 
and frequent meetings held to determine designs, plans, tracings, 
etc. submitted by several manufacturers and to solicit the help of 
local citizens to help make a suitable selection. Finally, the paper 
reported that a design had been secured (but did not name by 
whom) and that it could be seen at Mr. Julian Betton’s Bookstore.

Nevertheless, we need not wonder who the manufacturer was 
since the monument carries the name of T. Delahunty, Laurel 
Hill, Philadelphia. Thomas Delahunty’s monument works 
operated for decades near the famous Laurel Hill Cemetery in 
Philadelphia. Although a northerner born and bred, Delahunty 
was said to have lost a brother fighting on the Confederate side 
during the Civil War.

In the book Tallahassee in the Gilded Age, author Mary Cathrin 
May reported that in September 1880, the Ladies Memorial 
Association had finally received the monument. It came by train 
from Savannah, Georgia, and arrived in seven packages weighing 
almost 10,000 pounds and took twelve strong men to unload it. 
Several locations were suggested by the townsfolk as to where to 
place it. Some wanted to put it in Washington Square, at the head 
of Jefferson Street, (now the site of the Leon County Courthouse), 
while others preferred the Old City Cemetery. In October Mr. 
A.S. Nims offered to transfer the monument from the depot to the 
selected spot in Washington Square. However, the final decision 
for the location was made by the Ladies Memorial Association 
in April 1881. According to the Semi-Weekly Floridian, “It was 
definitely settled that the monument should be erected in the 
Capitol Grounds, on the west side, the State authorities having 
consented, and that it should be done previous to Decoration 
Day, the 26th instant.” Although the monument may have been 
in place sometime before April 26, the actual: “... dedication and 
unveiling of the beautiful and costly monument erected in the 
Capitol Grounds, by the Ladies Memorial Association of Leon 

County, in honor of the Confederate dead of Leon County” 
did not occur until April 26. According to the paper, the cost of 
the monument was $1,700. The May 3, 1881 issue relates the 
elaborate “Dedication of Monument to the Confederate Dead of 
Leon County--Decoration of Their Graves With Flowers.” The 
newspaper story tells how “the Governor’s Guards, escorted by 
the Tallahassee Brass Band performed a solemn funeral march, 
entered the Capitol Grounds at the western gates and took a 
position on the north side of the monument. A large assemblage 
had already gathered about the spot, and on the steps and portico 
of the Capitol, where a selected choir of Tallahassee’s best voices 
were stationed.”

The west side of the Capitol, where the monument was placed, 
was the carriage entrance, while the east side (Monroe St.) was 

Women making snowballs by the Confederate Monument, 1958.  
From Florida Memory.
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Tallahassee’s Confederate Monument, continued

the pedestrian entrance. The east side already had the Parkhill monument, the first monument erected on Capitol grounds in 1861. The 
Florida Historic Capitol Museum website describes the Parkhill Monument: “This is the oldest monument on the Capitol grounds. It 
was dedicated in 1861, by the citizens of Leon County, to Captain John Parkhill. He was killed at the battle of Royal Palm Hammock 
on November 28, 1857, during the Third Seminole War. The front of the base is inscribed with the following: “This monument is erected 
by his fellow citizens of Leon County Florida as a testimonial of the high esteem for his character and public services.”

The Civil War monument was erected, “To rescue from oblivion and perpetuate in the memory of succeeding generations the heroic 
patriotism of the men of Leon County who perished in the civil war, 1861-65.” It records many battles in which Florida men 
participated listing Pensacola, Olustee, and Natural Bridge. There was no Battle of Pensacola. Maybe what was really intended was 
Santa Rosa Island. As others have noted, besides this apparent factual error, there are two spelling errors. How could the manufacturer 
from Philadelphia have misspelled Gettysburg as “Gettisburgh” and recorded it among Virginia Battles? Also misspelled is Sharpsburg 
as Sharpesburg (also known as Antietam), which is in Maryland, not Virginia.

In 1881 the State (Florida) Memorial Association was dissolved, and the money each county had contributed was returned. Leon 
County turned its share over to the local [Ladies] Memorial Association. Clara Ryder Hayden states in “Confederate Postwar 
Organizations and History of the Anna Jackson Chapter U.D.C. (United Daughters of the Confederacy)” (Apalachee 1948-1950), “In 
1901, Mrs. R.H. Gamble attended the Florida Division Convention in Gainesville.” At this time Mrs. Gamble was president of the 
Tallahassee Memorial Association. At the April meeting of Anna Jackson Chapter in that year, she moved that the local Memorial 
Association be merged with Anna Jackson Chapter (U.D.C.), through which the memorial work would be carried on ….” 

Since the question first came up in 2017 as to who owns the monument, I set out to find the answer. Thinking it was the Anna Jackson 
Chapter, U.D.C., I inquired of several people for a contact person of that organization. But instead of the Anna Jackson Chapter, 
I recently received a letter from the Director of the Ladies Memorial Association, re-established in 2018 and headquartered in 
Tampa, who says “the Association claims ownership of this Memorial, as well as others, erected and/or established by our predecessor 
organization(s) within the state of Florida. ” I have not been able to confirm this claim of ownership.

The next question I sought to answer was: When did the removal of the monument from the west side of the Capitol to the east side 
take place? I have not been able to pinpoint an exact date, but we can determine that work on the extension of the Capitol building 
began on December 14, 1921. The December 15 issue of the Tallahassee Democrat in an article entitled, “Capitol History of State 
Recalled In New Extension” reported that work had already begun, and that “In the present plans for the addition, wings extending 
east and west from the present entrance will be built which will make it necessary for the monument which was erected by the women 
of Leon located at the west entrance to be removed.” I also learned that the completion of the work on the Capitol took place in 1923 
and beautification of the grounds afterward, so it is likely that sometime during this period the monument was moved to the east side 
(Monroe St.). Except during a brief period for the construction of the new Capitol and restoration of the old Capitol, the monument 
has remained in its current location for approximately 96 years.

A.D. Taylor’s Plan Remade Tallahassee
By Jeff Caster

Imagine Tallahassee, an ideal Capitol Center in which 
buildings would have adequate space and in which an 
attractive park-like treatment is possible.  

Seventy-five years or so ago, Florida Governor Mallard 
Caldwell (1945-1949) commissioned a Cornell educated 
landscape architect and town planner to research and 
develop a seventy-five year vision and master plan for 
development of the Florida Capitol Center in Tallahassee. 
The 1947 vision and plan became real and realistic in a 
nearly 100-page Report on The Proposed Development.  
There was not going to be “a better opportunity within 
a nominal cost to procure the desired area for an ideal 
Capitol Center in which buildings would have adequate 
space and in which an attractive park-like treatment is 

possible.” Albert Davis (“A. D.”) Taylor (1883–1951) 
advised and state leaders agreed “The state government 
should take full advantage of this opportunity. Generations 
to come will be thankful that such foresight might now 
be exercised.”  Taylor, a Fellow and past president of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects (1936-1941), 
professed development of the Capitol Center was “an 
occasion of considerable importance - the focal point 
around which the capital city has developed.”  It was “a 
strategic time in the history of Tallahassee’s growth - to 
integrate existing city plans with development of the 
Capitol Center - a basis for the ultimate development of 
projects for the next 75 years or longer.”  Doubling in just 
fifteen years, the plan became available as Tallahassee’s 
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population approached 20,000.  The plan remains available 
at the state library.  
http://edocs.dlis.state.fl.us/fldocs/uf/1947o1646346.pdf.  

“Until after the close of the first decade of the 20th century, 
the State Capitol Building, then not as large as some 
county courthouses, hosted all departments of the State 
government, including legislative, executive, and judicial.”  
In the immediate aftermath of World War II, waves of 
returning GIs and their young families were migrating 
into frontiers of Florida, attracted by the warm climate and 
abundance of natural resources and scenic beauty. Growing 
families and businesses demanded “broader and more efficient 
service” than was possible from the close quarters in the 
Capitol and three cramped state office buildings.  Up and 
down streets lined with single family homes and family 
businesses, state business had already expanded into a 
separate building for the State Supreme Court completed 
and occupied in 1912-13; the Martin Office Building in 
mid-1920s to house the fledgling State Road Department 
first established in 1915; and the Mayo Building constructed 
in 1936 for business of the office of State Commissioner of 
Agriculture.  Only the Mayo Building stands today. Taylor 
artfully considered the Mayo Building “in an unfortunate 
location” and called for “the permanent Agriculture Building 
- when the building may have outlived its usefulness to an 
extent sufficient to justify its removal.”  

“Thirty-two city blocks, the area bounded by Jefferson 
Street on the north, Bloxham Street on the south, Bronough 
Street on the West and Gadsden on the east” became the 
Capitol Center; a mid-20th century Capitol, with space 
“provided for other buildings - as the business of the state 

grows in scope and in type, - and [with] an 
interesting growth of large live oaks which 
give an attractive atmosphere in the area.”  The 
1947 plan shows a rendering and the proposed 
site for a new Supreme Court (as we see it 
today) and new State Library, both “on the 
east and west axis of the Capitol and west of 
Duval Street” (as we see it today).  Birds eye 
view perspective drawings show the new State 
Road Department Building, known since 1966 
as the old State Road Department Building; 
now more commonly identified as the Holland 
Building on Calhoun Street.  The present-day 
location of the Department of Transportation 
in displaced Smokey Hollow was proposed 
to be the new railroad station “surrounded by 
an attractive park- a Station Park.”  Taylor 
believed the existing station on Railroad 

Avenue “to give persons passing through Tallahassee an 
unfavorable impression.” 

Understanding the need to fully integrate the Capitol 
Center with the rest of the Capital City, Taylor prepared 
and submitted a detailed “Thorofare Plan” to the City 
Manager.  I wonder if our city planners have a copy.  While 

trees on city streets, traffic, parking, pedestrian safety and a 
road bypass around the city are addressed, accepting Taylor’s 
recommendation that “Portions of Lafayette Street should 
be relocated” is arguably Tallahassee’s most monumental 
urban planning decision of the 20th century.  “[T]ake this 
street under the rail road and directly east to the top of the 

Albert Davis (“A. D.”) Taylor, 1883-1951. Photo from tclf.org.

Preliminary study for the development of State of Florida - 
Capitol Center. 1947. State Archives of Florida/Taylor
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high land near Magnolia Road.  It 
should be boulevarded and planted 
on each side.  Lafayette Street [what 
we now know as Apalachee Parkway] 
will make possible an outstanding 
view of the Capitol as one approaches 
Tallahassee from this direction.”  With 
a vision of “balanced growth of the 
city on lines of beauty and efficiency,” 
something like the National Mall in 
front of the US Capitol was envisioned 
in Taylor’s narrative, sketches, and 
plans.  Once the ambitious plan was 
in place, not even the families, homes, 
orchards, schools, churches, and 
businesses in Smokey Hollow could 
stand in the way.  How could they 
when Taylor wrote this :“Negro section 
- Negro population - in the shadow of 
the Capitol dome - to be over crowded 
- blighted -  inadequate - and creating 
a serious health and social menace.”  

Taylor’s report is a mid-20th century 
urban planner’s eye view of Tallahassee, documenting settlement patterns since 1823 and projections for growth and 
development through 2022; into the new millennium. He includes observations and recommendations about the diversity 
of local flora and fauna he encountered, and trends in business, government, and race relations. Noting that “the city is 
growing rapidly,” Taylor urged that “steps be taken to procure additional park area and additional playground area. These areas 
will be needed by the citizens of Tallahassee in the not distant future.”  Traffic congestion, parking, and pedestrian safety, 
and protection of live oaks were already serious challenges to overcome. Taylor tried to convince others that “success of the 
planning for the proposed Capitol 
Center will depend upon the solution 
adopted for vehicular traffic and for 
pedestrian traffic - vehicular traffic 
should be removed from the Capitol 
Center.”  The report is must reading for 
Tallahasssee history and trivia buffs … 
and myth busters.  

Jeff Caster, a new member of the 
Tallahassee Historical Society, is 
celebrating 42 years of good fortune to 
live amid the natural resources and scenic 
beauty of North Florida. Jeff is a Fellow 
in the American Society of Landscape 
Architects (founded in 1899). He enjoys 
uncovering the history of places. We 
welcome him to the THS.  - BH

State Archives of Florida

State Archives of Florida
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Since the road-building boom of the 1930s, Lafayette 
Street, which ran directly east from the State Capitol, was 
referred to as Perry Highway, a two-lane blacktop that over 
time proved inadequate for the ever-increasing traffic in 
Tallahassee.  In 1953, amid a move to expand the Capitol 
Center, state, city, and county officials began working 
together to convert Perry Highway (US 27 & 19) into a 
wider and more attractive approach to the Capitol.1   The 
chairman of the State Road Department (SRD) thought 
the highway “would be completed by 1954,” a calculation 
that proved to be wildly optimistic.  

In fact, planning did not begin until January 1954, and it 
was not until the summer of 1955 that the SRD approved 
the complex design—budgeted at $900,000—and the 
city had acquired the essential rights-of-way and rezoned 
sections of the road for business development. In October, 
the Smith Engineering Company from Pensacola received 
a $749,502 contract to build the new highway from the 
Capitol steps to just beyond the city limits at Magnolia 
Drive.  Construction, soon underway, was from the outset 
plagued by a variety of problems ranging from a steel 
shortage, long bouts of rainy weather, to a sandy base that 
when saturated with water “shifted” under heavy traffic.

By May 1957 the route already had a name, “Apalachee 
Parkway,” chosen in a contest with 3,000 entries, but after 
two long years of construction Tallahassee’s forbearing 
residents were complaining about the slow progress.  Even 
Governor Leroy Collins said the project was “dragging on 
entirely too long.” As work continued, the SRD scheduled 
and abandoned several opening dates. Finally, in July 
1958, the road was completed all the way from the Capitol 
to Magnolia Drive, and – five years after its inception – 
opened to traffic. 

In the end the Apalachee Parkway, once denounced as a 
political “boondoggle,” proved to be worth the wait!  The 
project also launched a decade of unprecedented urban 
revitalization and development that ultimately transformed 
Tallahassee into a progressive modern city. 
 
 
1. Original plans included a new Governor’s Mansion, a Civic Center, Library, 
Court House, and a City Hall.

State of Florida Archives

Planning Forward: 
The Apalachee Parkway, 1953 -1958

By Mary Cathrin May

Two Views:  Looking east from the Capitol steps

Perry Highway, ca. 1950

Apalachee Parkway, 1958

In the summer of 1958 the Apalachee Parkway officially opened in Tallahassee. As workers added the final touches, drivers were 
learning to navigate four lanes of traffic! 
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The Women’s Hall of Fame is located on the Plaza level 
in the rotunda of the Florida Capitol building. A bronze 
plaque hangs on the wall with an image and biographical 
summary of each member.

President John F. Kennedy created the Presidential Commission 
on the Status of Women in 1961 and in 1964 Florida Governor 
Farris Bryant created the Governor’s Commission on the 
Status of Women. In 1992, Governor Lawton Chiles 
proposed, and the Legislature passed a bill that created 
a permanent Florida Women’s Hall of Fame. Since 
beginning in 1992, the governor has chosen the 
women for induction with the help of 22 women on 
the Women’s Hall of Fame Commission. They choose 
ten finalists from a large application pool of usually 
more than 100 and send that to the governor to make 
the final choices, usually three. The commissioners are 
volunteers and come from very diverse backgrounds and 
professions representing every geographic area of the state.  
The Governor, Speaker of the House, President of the Senate, 
and the Attorney General each appoint four members of the 
commission and the Chief Financial Officer and Commissioner 
of Agriculture each appoint three members to a term of four 
years. Commissioners may serve no more than eight consecutive 
years serving until a replacement is appointed. In the past, the 
induction ceremony was held between the two Capitol buildings 
with receptions held at the Governor’s mansion and then at the 
Historic Capitol. On October 28, 2019, it will take place at the 
Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress Hotel in Orlando. 

Who was Doris Mae Barnes? What contribution did she make to 
her field of endeavor and the state of Florida? How did she open 
new frontiers for women? Doris was my nominee into the Women’s 
Hall of Fame beginning back in 2003 and continuing each year 
to the present. In a phone call, just this week from the governor’s 
office, I was ecstatic to learn that Doris is one of the three to be 

entered this year.

Why did I nominate Doris? I knew this extraordinary woman 
because she was always at the Baker’s Haulover Beach Docks 
in North Miami where my Dad, Captain John Saconchik was 
a charter boat captain. She was the first pioneer career woman 
marine photographer at that site, sending thousands of pictures 
of fishing enthusiasts with their fish catch to their hometown 
newspapers, and in doing so became a magnet drawing tourists 
from around the world to Florida.

The number (in the thousands) of pictures she snapped for more 
than 100 boat captains in 50 years of constant photography (how 
rare is that?) is overwhelming and shows her colossal perseverance 
and devotion to service for her chosen vocation. Conservatively, 
one can say that she captured approximately 50,000 images. 
She recorded an era, a way of life that has disappeared from the 
scene! The Miami Herald, gave her the title of  “The Fisherman’s 
Photographer.” 

Doris was born in 1910 in Cleburne, Texas, into a family of 11 
and spent her childhood there. After high school, she had many 
jobs including that of a telephone operator. She left home to take 
pictures at the movie studios in California establishing herself as 

a photographer while still in her teens. She was then a 
newspaper photographer in New York, where her 

grace and beauty won her a job as a model for 
Camel cigarettes. Dreaming of going to Florida 
to open her own photography business, she 
sought out a position as a saleswoman for 
Muriel Cosmetics with a Miami route. There, 
still in her early twenties, with characteristic 
talent, daring and courage, she realized a goal 

as she opened the Little River Camera Shop, 
entering a business still dominated by men. 

Florida Women’s Hall of Fame located in the Capitol Rotunda (Author)

The Florida Women’s Hall of Fame and  
Doris Mae Barnes

By Martha Saconchik-Pytel

Doris was a Camel cigarette girl. This was Doris’ camera shop in Little River.  
(Both pictures are from the Pat Cowan Collection, Texas)
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In the 1930s, Doris received a call from the Baker’s Haulover 
Charter Boat Sportfishing Dock at the north end of Miami Beach 
to photograph returning anglers with their catches. She had no car, 
but took public buses to the dock.  Doris was so charmed by the 
beauty of the ocean and pristine mangrove swamp wilderness there 
as well as by the captains, their boats, and the fishing tourists, that 
she closed her business, bought a car, transformed her garage into a 
darkroom to develop her own pictures and installed a ship-to-shore 
radio to take calls for photos at the dock. Under the radio name 
“Mermaid,” she became the pioneer woman marine photographer 
at the Haulover Dock, soon awarded the title “Official Dock 
Photographer.” Again, she showed daring in attempting a new 
business chronicling charter boat fishing successes.  

With phenomenal energy and self-discipline, Doris met the 
incoming boats twice a day, seven days a week, in all weather. Until 
she was 85, she worked with over 100 male boat captains and 
thousands of fishing tourists and many celebrities. 

Doris’ photos of early celebrities at the dock persuaded others to 
come to Florida also.  A small selection of the many celebrities 
she photographed follows: Government - Ronald Reagan, Dwight 
Eisenhower, J. Edgar Hoover; Sports - Babe Ruth, Ted Williams, 
Johnny Unitas; Movie Stars, Singers and Comedians - Burt 
Reynolds, Frank Sinatra, Martha Raye; Radio and Television - 
Arthur Godfrey; Gangster - Al Capone; Teamster Leader - Jimmy 
Hoffa; Flying Ace - Eddie Rickenbacker; Rock Bands - Led 
Zepplin, Alice Cooper, The Who; Royalty - The Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor; International Leader - The Shah of Iran and his wife.

Through her stamina and work ethic she sent thousands of 8 x 
10 glossy prints of anglers and their catches to their hometown 
newspapers in most every state and foreign country, at considerable 
expense to herself, for many years. Likewise, she provided hundreds 
of photos to the Metropolitan Miami Fishing Tournament, the 
oldest and largest fishing contest in the world. They in turn used 
them for publicity press releases published in fishing magazines 
and newspapers around the country. These enticed and motivated 

thousands of tourists and celebrities to make Florida their future 
vacation destination. Instant publicity was gained for Florida, as 
charter boat fishing became the premier entertainment choice for 
tourists.  Her pictures helped advance tourism and transform Baker’s 
Haulover into a “mecca” for sportfishing which became “the golden 
attraction” in its time, much like the “Disney World” phenomenon 
that would soon follow. For 50 consecutive years she promoted 
Florida tourism by recording those thousands of fishermen and 
fisherwomen with their catches. 

Without any female role models or mentors to guide her, she 
became the exemplary model herself, possessing impressive 
integrity, professionalism, and reliability.  She became a leading 
light in her field, a trailblazer encouraging other women to become 
photographers also. 

In addition, she took pictures for the Miami Herald, capturing early 
Miami scenery and recording catastrophic damage at the docks and 
boats after lightning strikes, fires, and hurricanes, braving all kinds 
of weather and conditions to record these for future generations.  
She even gave photographic aid to the Miami-Dade Police 
Department, mostly classified, through the years.

Doris was a multi-talented and self-confident individual.  She 
served as the “Official Dockmaster,” reserving the fishing boat 
trips for thousands of anglers and given the title of “Goodwill 
Ambassador of Florida Fishing” by the captains and tourists at the 
dock. She also assumed the role of the Metropolitan Miami Fishing 
Tournament “Weighmaster” providing thousands of official weights 
for the tournaments.

Radio host Arthur Godfrey 
and members of the Dodgers 
had pictures taken by Doris. 
(DB)

Doris recorded fires and hurricanes. The rest of the 64-foot Huskee charter boat is below 
the water.

These stylishly dressed women in dress pants 
(to left) and suit, hat and heels (on right) 
landed a record barracuda and wahoo at the 
dock in the 1940s. (DB/Gift of Shirley Murphy 
Vaughn of Tavernier to the Martha Saconchik-
Pytel Baker’s Haulover Collection)
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Historical photos by Doris document the 
fact that women were early participants in 
the sport of charter boat fishing and caught 
record fish as well, showing that sport 
fishing at Baker’s Haulover was not a “man’s 
sport,” as previously thought. 

Commercial long line fishing, a method that 
puts out hundreds of hooks indiscriminately 
killing astronomical numbers and varieties 
of fish, turtles and birds was responsible 
for the near extinction of many fish species 
in the 1940s into the 1990s. Doris’ photos 
document the sizes and species of fish taken 
in sport fishing in Miami waters before long 
line fishing.

Doris’ pictures provided historical 
information for a State of Florida Historical 
Marker erected for the dock in 2004 to 
name captains, their boats, and historic 
structures at the first Baker’s Haulover 
Dock of 1926 through 1951. Likewise her 
photographs helped document the times of 
the 1930s through the 1990s at that place 
for the historical book, Baker’s Haulover – A 
Maritime Treasure of History and Pioneers.

In her last three years Doris developed 
macular degeneration, that ended her 
picture taking, but she continued going 
to the docks everyday to greet the tourists 
as the “Goodwill Ambassador of Florida 
Fishing.”  Never married, she passed away 
on December 24, 1998, at the age of 88. 
Although born in Texas, she is buried as she 
wished, in Florida, where she had lived for 
62 years.

In 1951, Doris documented the Goliath 
Grouper caught by Al Pflueger, Jr; it was 
almost fished to extinction. (DB/Gift of Al 
Pflueger, Jr. to the Martha Saconchik-Pytel 
Baker’s Haulover Collection)

Seen here in 2004 at the historical marker naming Doris Barnes as 
the “Official Dock Photographer” are from left: Larry Pytel, Nicholas 
Saconchik-Pytel and Martha Saconchik-Pytel. (Courtesy of Ryan Pytel)

Doris’ name is on the inside and back cover of 
this historic book as well as the entire Chapter 22, 
acknowledging her for 50 years of constant photography 
at Baker’s Haulover. (Author)

Write for the Apalachee Redux!
The Apalachee Redux welcomes and encourages articles, photographs, 
illustrations, and writing about our community and North Florida. You 
do not have to be a member of the Tallahassee Historical Society to 
contribute.

If you have an idea for an article, we’d love to hear it! Write to  
president@tallahasseehistoricalsociety.org.

(Pat Cowan Collection, Texas)
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You really autumn know... 
We’d love for you to join the Tallahassee Historical Society!

Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc. - 501 (c)(3)
Membership Application

Annual membership dues: Individual, $20; Family, $30; College, $10; High School, $5 
Membership extends one year from payment date.

Make checks payable to:
Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc. and include this form with your payment.

Hand deliver at event or mail to:
Membership Coordinator

Tallahassee Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 3713

Tallahassee, FL 32315

Membership type (Check One):  Individual r        Family r        College r        High School r        
Amount paid:                                       Date:           /       /          
Name:                                                                                               Family member(s), if applicable:
1)                                                                                                 2)                                                                
Address:                                                                                                                                                           
City:                                                                             State:                                        Zip:                             
Phone: (       )                                            Email:                                                                                           

Thank you for your support!
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