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Anybody out there have a picture of Calvin Phillips? If so, 
Andy Wright and Marti Pytel would like a word with you.

“A picture of C.C. Phillips would be the Holy Grail,” 
Andy says. “We have none unless Marti drops a bombshell 
in her research.”

Andy and Marti (Andy is Treasurer of the Tallahassee 
Historical Society, and Marti is a former President) have 
a mutual fascination with Calvin Phillips, described in a 
1933 article in the Tallahassee Daily Democrat as “the most 
extraordinary person who ever lived in Tallahassee.” If you 
have driven by Tallahassee’s Oakland Cemetery fronting 
North Bronough Street, sometime since January, you may 
have seen one or both of them perched atop one of the 
oddest burial places in the city, scrubbing. They have been 
using Orvus soap and D/2 Biological Solution to clean 
a century of crud and Tallahassee weather from Calvin 

Phillips’ mausoleum, a landmark of sorts, if only because 
there is no other place like it in the city. 

“The cleaning is done,” Andy says, “but of course, now it 
has to be maintained. There are all sorts of plant life on it 
that I need to trim as soon as I can get out there with my 
tall ladder.” 

Phillips was a Farmer, Wheelwright, Millwright, Master 
Carpenter, Builder, Machinist, Architect, Inventor, and 
Land Speculator who came to Tallahassee from New York 
or Pennsylvania around 1907 or 1909 and died here in 
1919. Nobody knows exactly why he came to Tallahassee, 
but many still remember, a “clock house” he constructed 
in the present-day All Saints neighborhood off South 
Macomb Street. 

“I have been interested in Phillips for a long time since I 
saw his mausoleum when walking through the Oakland 
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Cemetery and saw no birth or death date, only his last name,” 
said Marti. “So many of the stories and legends about him are 
wrong, and I’ve been researching trying to get it right.”

Marti and Andy will be presenting the results of their research 
at our November 14 meeting, which should be a fascinating 
exploration of the mysterious, gothic, and if one may say it, 
haunted Tallahassee. We hope to see you there. The meeting 
will begin at 7 pm at the Governor Martin House, 1001 
DeSoto Park Drive, behind Chuy’s Tex-Mex Restaurant on 
Lafayette Street. There will be a reception at 6:30.

Also at the meeting on the 14th, long time member Joe 
Knetsch will be autographing copies of his new book, Forts, 
Ports, Canals and Wars: An Uncommon History of Tallahassee 
& Surrounding History, a collection of his essays and 
articles over 30 years. Joe’s book was published by Sentry 
Press, started by Dr. Bill Rogers, a lifetime member of the 
Historical Society, who also served as president. 

Andy Wright (left) and Marti Pytel (right) work to clean Calvin Phillips’ mausoleum 
in Tallahassee’s Oakland Cemetery.

The Tallahassee Historical Society Presents 

Who Was Calvin C. Phillips?

Presentation by  
Martha Saconchik-Pytel and Andy Wright

November 14, 2019

Bureau of Archaeological Research  
(Governor Martin House) 

1001 de Soto Park Drive, Tallahassee

Meet and Greet from 6:30 to 7:00 pm,  
with the program following at 7:00 pm.
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Thanksgiving is fast approaching and it’s time to take a look at 
the feast historically and locally. There has been a lot of discussion 
as to where the first Thanksgiving was held, resulting in several 
contenders to the title. And, it is certainly true that there are a 
number of places that have had “first” Thanksgivings.

Some make the claim for our own state of Florida, when Ponce 
de Leon landed in 1513 and later by the French in 1564 and then 
by the Spaniards the next year, in 1565. Texas asserts 1598 by the 
Spaniards; Maine by the French in 1606; Virginia claims 1619 by 
the British.

All maintain they held a thanksgiving celebration prior to the 
Pilgrims harvest fest in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1621. While 
that may be the case, it was not unusual for European explorers 
who had been traveling on ships for months to offer thanks to 
God for a safe passage and to celebrate (often with the native 
Americans) as soon as they first set foot on land in the New 
World. Be that as it may, none of these celebrations made a 
lasting impact upon the rest of the nation. No one recalls these 
other places except perhaps historians. And none of them were 
“rediscovered” until modern times. In my opinion only the Pilgrim 
“thanksgiving” eventually was adopted by the other colonies 
and later by some states. It, however, did not become a national 

observance until proclaimed as such by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863.

Thanksgiving in the South was slow to take a foothold and it 
did not reach Tallahassee as far as I am aware until 1846. The 
first recorded instance that I noted appeared in the Floridian 
(Tallahasee, Florida) of December 5, 1846, p. 2. Reporting on 
the topic the writer stated: “We were exceedingly gratified at 
witnessing the great respect and unanimity with which this day 
was honored by our citizens. All our places of business were 
closed, and public service was held at the respective places of 
worship. Truly do we rejoice that our people have exhibited such 
unequivocal evidence of their gratitude to the ‘giver of every good 
and perfect gift.’ We hope that this time honored and salutory 
custom will be annually observed in Florida.” Notice that in the 
beginning Thanksgiving was solely a religious observance.

The wish of the writer was apparently noted. Because the same 
paper the next year (October 16, 1847) carried a Thanksgiving 
Proclamation by Florida’s first governor W.D. Mosley. “Therefore 
it is proclaimed that THURSDAY, the 25th November next, 
be set apart to be observed throughout the State as a day of 
Thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God.” Other governors 
were to follow suit with their own Proclamations, including 
Thomas Brown, James E. Broome, Madison S. Perry, Harrison 
Reed, on down the line. They were all consistent in invoking 
prayers and thanksgiving to God. And churches of the different 
denominations always held services on that day. The first governor 

Claude’s Corner 
by Claude Kenneson, At-Large Board Member

“Speak For Yourself, John Alden… er, W.D. Mosely”: 
Thanksgiving in Tallahassee

Left: Reverend Jackson Pace of St. John’s Episcopal Church in front of altar 
decorated for Thanksgiving in Tallahassee, Florida., 1957. Right: Turkeys at the Tot’s 
Tender Turkey Farm - Havana, Florida, 1952. From Florida Memory.
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to mention the Pilgrim Fathers as handing down Thanksgiving to 
us was Gov. Trammell in his 1913 Proclamation. Mayor Dexter 
M. Lowery (November 29, 1916) was the first mayor to reiterate 
and recommend what the President and Governor had already 
proclaimed, namely, “that, Thursday, the 30th of this month be 
observed by the citizens of this city as a day of Thanksgiving and 
praise to Almighty God for his many blessings.” But, it took Gov. 
Scholtz in 1936 to declare it a legal holiday in Florida. “He urged 
display of the United States flag Thursday and offering of prayers 
for divine guidance of President Roosevelt, as well as thanks for 
blessing of the year.” [From the News Press, Fort Myers, Florida.] 
The one discrepancy I noted amongst the governors is that they 
did not always set the observance on the same Thursday. This did 
not happen until April 29, 1941 when the “Florida legislature 

today voted to establish the last Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving in the State....” [From the Tampa Times.]

There was a gradual pull away from a strictly religious observance 
to a more secularized one. Businesses and even individuals 
eventually began to advertise turkeys for sale. Additionally, 
restaurants and hotels invited citizens to Thanksgiving Day meals. 
The Ft. Lauderdale Daily News (Nov. 12, 1937) headline read “For 
Turkey Day 200 Birds Ordered For Annual Thanksgiving Dinner.” 
This was for the meal held at Florida State College for Women. 
The Tallahassee Democrat (Nov. 28, 1939) declared “Tallahassee 
Housewives May Well Be Thankful That Turkey & Fixings Cost 
No More Than Last Year and Doubly Thankful When They 
Compare Civil War Prices.”

Other activities were sometimes reported. The Tallahassee 
Democrat in reporting on the organization of a Football team 
in 1919 (September 5) mentioned that in the three games to 
be held one of them was going to be a Thanksgiving game. 
Entertainment, too, was becoming part of the Thanksgiving 
repertoire as the heading in the Nov. 30, 1924 Tampa Bay Times 
declared: “Gay Dances, Card Parties and Informal Dances Mark 
Tallahassee Thanksgiving.” There are also numerous accounts 
when Thanksgiving time served as a basis for relatives elsewhere 
to visit family here or vice versa. Of course, families also enjoyed 
Thanksgiving meals together.

Florida State College for Women held various events each 
Thanksgiving as well. Beginning in 1916 basketball games were 
held on Thanksgiving Day. It also became a day for parents to 
visit and be honored by the college. The Tampa Tribune (Nov. 18, 
1929) reported: “F.S.C.W. Plans Varied Program For Honoring 
Alumnae, Parents To Be Thanksgiving Guests.” Again, the same 
paper (Nov. 13, 1932) reported on “Homecoming Plans Made 
at F.S.C.W. for Thanksgiving.” The Tampa Tribune headline read 
“Delta Zeta At Tallahassee Has Thanksgiving Open House.” 
And then the Tampa Times (Nov. 14, 1938) stated: “F.S.C.W. 
To Mark ‘Parents Days’ Entertainment, Sports Planned Over 
Thanksgiving.”

Probably the most recent activities added to Thanksgiving Day 
in Tallahassee include the Annual Community Tallahassee 
Celebration held at the American Legion Post near Lake Ella, 
which began in 1984; here the needy are fed a Thanksgiving meal. 
Project Annie, on Fourth Avenue, also annually feeds a meal to the 

homeless and needy on this Day. The Turkey Trot which started 
in 1992 takes place in Southwood where some 6,000 plus runners 
and walkers participate in this annual race on Thanksgiving Day. 
Its main objective seems to be to get the participants (individuals, 
family or friends) good and hungry for their own Thanksgiving 
meal to follow at home or a restaurant. Care to join them?

Have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Photocollage of Thanksgiving games and homecoming at Florida State College 
for Women - Tallahassee, Florida. From Florida Memory.

Governor LeRoy Collins pardoning the Thanksgiving turkey in Tallahassee, Florida., 
1957. From Florida Memory.
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Three years ago, the Florida Legislature approved the 
creation of a slavery memorial on the grounds of the Old 
Capitol. Since then, I’ve not heard very much about it, 
except that Dr. Larry Rivers, a friend of the historical 
society, is on a committee to help choose the design. 
The minute I heard that the legislation had passed the 
monument bill, I thought that only one memorial, specific 
to Florida, would do: a monument to the maroons of 
Prospect Bluff. I hope they consider that.

Before the U.S. got Florida by treaty from Spain in 1819, 
the colony was free territory, 
for any slave who could escape 
from the plantations and cross 
the boundary from Georgia 
or South Carolina. Hundreds 
did, and by 1816 they had 
joined with the remnant of the 
Creek nation not destroyed by 
Andrew Jackson during the 
War of 1812, in an old British 
fort that was on a bluff of the 
Apalachicola River about 20 
miles above what would be 
the town of Apalachicola. 
The “Negro Fort,” now the 
Fort Gadsden State Historic 
Site, sent chills down 
the spines of planters in 
southern Georgia, because 
it acted as a magnet for their slaves, or 
“maroons” as runaways were labeled. In July 1816, a naval 
force blew it up and killed about 270 former slaves; a year 
later Andrew Jackson invaded Florida in an (unsuccessful) 
attempt to do the same to the remnants of the Creeks who 
now called themselves the Seminoles.

Up until the latter part of the 20th century, how you felt 
about the “Negro Fort” sort of depended on how you felt 
about race. The fort was not exactly forgotten; there were 
a number of books that focused on it, including Samuel 
Perkins’s Historical Sketches of the United States from the Peace 
of 1815 to 1830 (1830) and Charles Coe’s Red Patriots: 
The Story of the Seminoles (1898). One of the first books 
devoted exclusively to it was by an ardent abolitionist, Josiah 

Giddings, who wrote The Exiles of Florida (1858) just before 
the Civil War. But Fort Gadsden then, as well as now, is 
deep in the boonies and getting to it is not easy, especially 
by land. It was not named a National Historic Landmark 
until 1972. During the Scott administration it was closed 
for lack of funding, and even now is pretty much closed due 
to Hurricane Michael. When you do visit, the burial spot 
where the slaves were killed in the 1816 bombardment is 
labeled as the “Renegade Cemetery.”

Still, as we move into the 21st century, there is renewed 
interest in the fort and the maroon culture that 
thrived there. Accounts written shortly after the 
fort’s destruction talk of a thriving agricultural 
enterprise that stretched for miles up the river, for 

instance. The maroons 
were willing and 
ready to fight for their 
survival and only a 
stray cannonball hitting 
the powder magazine 
prevented a true race 
war on the banks of the 
Apalachicola.

This year, two books 
have been published 
on Prospect Bluff. One 
of them, The Battle of 
Negro Fort: The Rise 
and Fall of a Fugitive 
Slave Community is by 
Matthew J. Clavin at the 
University of Houston. 
The other one is The Fort 

at Prospect Bluff by Two Eggs’ Historian in Residence, Dale 
Cox, who has published a number of works on the First 
Seminole War, the Battle of Marianna, and the Claude Neal 
Lynching. Dale’s book will be released November 4 at a 
book signing at the Chatahoochee Library.

Matt Clavin’s book follows Carrie Gibson’s massive El 
Norte: The Epic and Forgotten Story of Hispanic North America, 
which also touches on the Negro Fort and its importance 
in persuading the Spanish to sign the 1819 Adams/Onis 

Hot Off the Presses!

The Maroons of Prospect Bluff and  
Why They Still Fascinate Us

By Bob Holladay, President
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Write for the Apalachee Redux!  
The Apalachee Redux welcomes and encourages articles, photographs, illustrations, and writing about our community and 

North Florida. You do not have to be a member of the Tallahassee Historical Society to contribute. If you have an idea for 
an article, we’d love to hear it! Write to president@tallahasseehistoricalsociety.org.

Treaty. The border between Georgia and Florida—unstable and violent—produced in 
Andrew Jackson—sometimes also unstable and violent—a personality willing to violate 
both U.S. and international law in order to get rid of the Spanish and safeguard slavery. 
Clavin argues that the existence of the Negro Fort “subverted the racist foundations of an 
expanding American slave society” and its destruction underscored the nation’s growing 
commitment to slavery. By making such an argument, Clavin joins such other young 
historians as Sven Beckert and Ed Baptist in arguing that slavery was not a product of a 
separate and unique southern economic system, but was heavily integrated in the market 
capitalism of the entire nation. His book is an admirable follow-up to Nathaniel Millett’s 
2013 book, The Maroons of Prospect Bluff and their Quest for Freedom in the Atlantic World, 
which argues the slave community was able to create a coherent, stable situation with “a 
uniquely full version of freedom.”

Dale Cox’s book, The Fort at Prospect Bluff is as much an exploration of the archaeology 
of the fort as a true history. Along with archaeologists from the Apalachicola National 
Forest, he participated in several excavations of the area, helping to discover the wooden 
outline of the British fort, as well as the cannon emplacements, which demonstrated that 

the maroons and their Indian allies were very well armed indeed and would have given Jackson’s men a real fight 
if it had come to it. As a result of that stray cannon shot, those blacks who were not killed, were hauled back into slavery. A 
year later, at the commencement of the First Seminole War, Jackson had the fort rebuilt and named after James Gadsden, one 
of his subordinates.

The Tallahassee Historical 
Society’s Board of Directors 
at its recent retreat created a 
new membership committee. 
The membership committee’s 
mission is to recruit, retain and 
reclaim members. An additional 
goal of the membership 
committee is to promote 
participation in the Society’s 
activities by serving as a primary 

information resource to current and potential members.

The membership committee is comprised of Jowanna Oates 
(chair), Beth McGrotha, Brendan Crellin, Claude Kenneson, 
and Bob Holladay (ex-officio). At the committee’s first 

meeting, a plan was developed to inform members of their 
lapsed memberships. Thanks to the technological expertise of 
Brendan, an email was sent out to those members regarding 
their lapsed membership status. This effort has already 
yielded fruit, as evidenced by the number of renewals at the 
October meeting.  

The membership committee is in the process of developing a 
new member welcome guide. This document will help ensure 
that new and reactivated members are welcome and engaged 
in the Society’s activities. 

Membership is the life-blood of an organization; as such it is 
important to have detailed membership strategy. If you have 
any ideas concerning membership or would like to join the 
committee, please contact Jowanna Oates at  
jonioa96@aol.com. 

New Tallahassee Historical Society  
Membership Committee Created

By Jowanna N. Oates
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If you like mysteries this short piece should amuse you. But 
it’s not what you think.

Recently, a book entitled Finding Dan McCarty by Robert 
Buccellato was published. You 
can find it in the Museum of 
Florida History book store. The 
title is especially apt for reasons 
to be explained below.

Buccellato points out that 
McCarty was Florida’s youngest 
governor and speaker. Although 
he died soon after taking office 
in 1953, as the first governor 
from south Florida his new 
ideas and policies marked the 
beginning of an important 
departure away from long 
standing political traditions in 
the Sunshine State. 

The land on which our 
wonderful Cascades Park was 
constructed in 2014 is listed 
on the National Register 
because of its significance in 
the founding of Florida’s state capital. 
Under Blueprint 2000, and prior to 
park construction, the property 
was part of a land swap between 
City of Tallahassee and State of 
Florida. For some years before 
this city park was constructed 
in 2014 I observed there a small 
monument just northwest of 
the old Meridian marker in 
memory of Governor McCarty 
signing the bill designating the 
Sabal Palm as our state tree in 1953. This tree is 
an important symbol in a state where our flora are so 
significant to our popular image. 

The McCarty monument was originally erected at 
the Old Capitol building in 1954. There are images 
on Florida Memory showing a Sabal Palm and the 
McCarty monument, donated by Florida Federation 
of Garden Clubs, being planted on the Capitol 
grounds. It is unclear how or when the monument 
later migrated downhill from the Capitol grounds 
to Cascades.

After Cascades Park opened I noticed that the McCarty 
monument was no longer there. In 2016, I contacted 
City of Tallahassee Parks and Recreation Department 
and asked if the monument was going to be replaced. The 

City did not know the current 
whereabouts of the monument. 
I recently confirmed with 
Parks and Recreation that they 
still didn’t know where the 
monument is but if found they 
had some Sabal Palms that 
would be a great place for it.

Subsequently, I have contacted 
Florida Division of Historical 
Resources, Florida Department 
of Management Services 
(which was responsible for 
removing the old Meridian 
Marker – now with Florida 
Surveyors Association), Florida 
Historic Capitol Museum, and 
City of Tallahassee Treasurer’s 
office. None knew the location 
of the McCarty marker 
although Management Services 
did indicate that Sandco, a 

Tallahassee earth moving company, 
had been responsible for clearing and 
grading for the park.

To my disappointment it appears 
unlikely that we will ever find Dan 

McCarty’s monument. It may 
be in a landfill or in someone’s 
garage. This is not a one of a kind 
occurence. In speaking with folks 

in state government it appears 
that a number of monuments have 

disappeared over the years.

Section 267.074(3) Florida Statutes, mandates a 
central inventory of state historical markers by Florida 
Division of Historical Resources but nowhere is there 
a mandate to inventory monuments on state lands. 

If you see Dan, please let me know.

Where is Dan McCarty?  Do you Know?
By Lonnie Mann
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So the stock market crashes in October, and Tallahassee gets its 
first airfield in November. Is this great timing, or what?

NINETY YEARS AGO, in November 1929, 
Tallahassee prepared to observe Armistice Day, but this 
commemoration of the end of World War I would not be a 
somber event.  Instead, on November 11 and 12, the Claude 
L. Sauls American Legion Post 13 intended to “stage a 
monster” celebration1 with a huge parade, speeches, a grand 
ball, and a fantastical air meet that 
culminated with the dedication and 
official opening of the new municipal 
airport. Months in the planning, the 
Sauls Post was enthusiastically joined 
by city and county officials and civic 
organizations, all of whom expected 
the two-day program would “eclipse 
anything the Capital City had ever 
seen.”2  

***

FOR ASPIRING AERONAUTS 
AND VISIONARY RESIDENTS, 
the new field meant that their long-
awaited dream of a permanent airport 
had come true! Since the war, aircraft 
often made stops in Tallahassee 
where the pilots landed in an open 
field somewhere on the outskirts of 
town.  Before 1923, the landing field 
was situated in Magnolia Heights, a mile east of town on 
property owned by W. H. Smith, but in January Smith 
decided he needed the land for other purposes and the field 
eventually was abandoned.  Desperate to find a new runway, 
city leaders scouted around town for another site.  For a 
time they thought the fairgrounds a few blocks south of the 
Capitol might be a good location;3 one resident suggested 
that by clearing the park between the Leon Hotel and the 
City Hall planes could land right in the middle of town.  
Meanwhile, for the next two years aircraft continued to 
fly in and out of Tallahassee, probably still landing at the 
Smith property.

During those years, the town’s interest in aviation waxed 
and waned. Local enthusiasts were pleased in 1924 when 

State Senator W. C. Hodges of Leon County pushed a 
bill through the legislature intended to encourage the 
development of air fields and improve the safety of air 
travel in Florida. And everyone was excited in 1925 when 
Henry Ford expressed an interest in Tallahassee as a 
potential hub for a future airline service in the state. City 

leaders saw this as a great opportunity 
for Tallahassee to “secure national 
prominence overnight in an industrial 
way.” Ford announced he was sending 
a squadron of planes carrying his 
personal representatives to inspect 
the town’s aviation facilities.  Eager 
to welcome the flyers, city leaders 
promised to have a landing field ready 
and urged all citizens to do their 
part to prepare. Perhaps it was in 
response to this special visit that two 
men granted the city a one-year lease 
on a tract of land two miles out St. 
Augustine Road.  As the field was “laid 
off, dragged, mowed, and leveled,” the 
city painted markers on the roofs of 
several large buildings to point the way 
to the new landing site.4  In February 
1926 the squadron of Ford planes 
arrived.  The representatives spent a 
few days conducting their inspection, 

which proved negative for Tallahassee, and then flew on to 
Tampa.5  

However, by 1926 a greater number of different makes 
and models of airplanes were landing more frequently at 
the field; in December a total of seven ships, including 
army, navy and private commercial lines, stopped to refuel.  
Unfortunately, the landing strip was not well-maintained 
and weeds were growing over the runway.  At the same 
time, while the field remained in use the year-long lease 
expired and the city had no assurance that the owners 
would not sell the land. According to local air enthusiasts 
and prominent businessmen, Tallahassee was “destined” 
to be on an air mail route and was in an ideal position for 

Taking Flight:  
Tallahassee Enters the Air Age, 1918-1929

By Mary Cathrin May

Visitors for the grand opening of the Dale Mabry Airport 
are welcomed by Captal City Bank in a notice in the 

Tallahassee Democrat, November 10, 1929.
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stops by military and commercial planes. They declared that 
what the city needed was a permanent air field, complete 
with a hangar, filling station and other services vital to air 
traffic, but it was not yet to be!6  

***

IN AN UNUSUAL TURN OF EVENTS, on July 4, 1927, 
Tallahassee welcomed the 
arrival of a “big amphibious 
ship” that landed on Lake 
Jackson.  Aboard the plane 
was Major H. A. Hargue, an 
American air ace who had 
just returned from leading 
five U. S. aircraft on a 20,000 
mile good will air trip around 
South America and was now 
on a tour of eastern states.  
Tallahassee was the only 
Florida city to be visited 
by Hargue, and he was 
accorded a grand reception 
by the governor and other 
state and local dignitaries. 
Stores closed for the day, 
and the city feted him with 
a large formal banquet at the 
Floridan Hotel. In the wake 
of Hargue’s brief stay, the 
editor of the Daily Democrat 
proposed the time had come 
to stop thinking of airports 
as “fields of leveled earth” and 
to consider the commercial 
value of seaplanes. Stating 
that amphibious vessels were 
“airworthy and seaworthy 
alike,” he urged the city 
to make Lake Jackson a 
permanent landing field for 
all airships that could be 
“diverted this way.”7  

In the fall Duke’s Flying 
Circus, featuring stunt-flying 
and passenger rides, paid two visits to town.  But the real 
highlight of the year came on October 10 when the world-
renowned aviator Colonel Charles Lindbergh flew over 
Tallahassee in his “silver-winged monoplane” The Spirit of St. 
Louis. At “12:01 in the afternoon” Lindbergh made several 
complete circles over the city, at times flying low enough for 
surprised spectators on the ground to read the name on the 
aircraft.  He then maneuvered the plane on a low descent 
toward the airstrip followed by a throng of motorists who 

sped to the field in hopes the plane would land.  Instead, 
the colonel “righted his course” and flew on to his original 
destination in Jacksonville.8

But Lindbergh’s brief flight rekindled local interest in 
aviation, and town leaders and the Chamber of Commerce 
pushed for a permanent and fully-equipped airport. Officials 
finally agreed that the city would pay for the land and the 

county would clear and level 
the field.  After a search, 
the city settled on 200 acres 
owned by H. E. Hamilton 
located about two miles west 
of the Capitol on Jackson 
Bluff Road and just south 
of Highway 66.  The site 
consisted of flat land that was 
“ideal for an airport,” and in 
March 1928 the city took 
an option on the land.  In 
September the city purchased 
the property for about $7,000 
and county crews went to 
work to “clear, grub, and 
grade the tract” to make it 
suitable for a landing field.9  

In the meantime, an average 
of two planes a day continued 
to land at the old field on St. 
Augustine Road, and pilots 
for Eaglerock Airplanes 
used the site for aerial stunt 
shows, passenger rides, and to 
give practical demonstrations 
for sales purposes. However, 
by January 1929 the new 
landing field was open for 
use.  Over the next few 
months the city sped up 
work on a hangar and service 
facilities, and extended 
electric lines all the way to 
the airport.10 

***

WITH THE FIELD OPEN FOR USE, in April members 
of the Claude L. Sauls Post announced that on November 
11, Armistice Day, they would sponsor a “giant celebration” 
that included an air meet and in which the post would raffle 
off a new airplane.  By June, the Sauls Post had been joined 
by city and county officials, the Chamber of Commerce, and 
local civic organizations, and the scope of the celebration 
had expanded to two days of activities that would include 

Opening day of Dale Mabry Airport, Nov 1929. (Florida Memory)
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a parade, a boxing match and baseball game, a grand 
ball, aerial contests, passenger rides, and the dedication 
and official opening of the municipal airport.  The affair 
would be local, but organizers issued invitations to many 
prominent aviators, army and navy flyers and aircraft 
manufacturers, and advertised the event across Florida and 
in southern Georgia and Alabama.11      

Meanwhile, the finance committee set a budget of $2,000 
which they hoped to raise through the sale of raffle tickets 
for the airplane and admission to some events.  They also 
planned to solicit donations from businesses and private 
individuals, but, to their chagrin, money was slow to come 
in, and well before the celebration began the committee was 
short by $500.12  

So far, event organizers had referred to the new landing field 
simply as the Tallahassee Municipal Airport.  That changed 
in August when the city commission agreed to name the 
airport in honor of the late 
U. S. Army captain, Dale 
Mabry, born in Tallahassee 
in 1891 and a veteran of 
WWI, who in 1922 had 
died in the “fiery wreck” 
of the dirigible, ROMA, at 
Langley Field, Virginia.  
According to reports, 
the airship probably had 
“dipped too late,” struck 
a line of electric wires, 
caught fire, and crashed. 
The accident made national 
headlines, leading many 
cities to lower flags in 
tribute to the heroism of 
Mabry and the deceased 
pilots. The Tallahassee 
commissioners also 
remembered that Mabry 
had been the son of a 
former State Supreme Court Justice, and that his family had 
long been prominent in Florida affairs.13 Soon thereafter, 
the city painted “Dale Mabry Airport, Tallahassee” in large 
yellow letters across the roof of the lone hangar “nestling” at 
the side of the field.14 

The weeks leading up to Armistice Day were filled with 
activity. Committees advertised the celebration, scheduled 
aerial events and concessions, sought rooms for visitors, and 
pled for more donations, while out at Mabry Airport teams 
of workers continued to prepare the field where they expected 
up to fifty planes would land.  In early November, the 
sponsors received a telegram from the National Aeronautic 
Association—signed by Dr. Orville Wright—that fully 

“sanctioned the dedication and celebration at Dale Mabry 
Field.”15 All was ready when Armistice Day finally arrived!

***

THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER 11 began with a 
grand parade down Monroe Street to the State Capitol. 
Governor Doyle E. Carlton led a motorcade escorted 
by Company M, 124th Infantry of the Florida National 
Guard.  The Tallahassee Boy Scout drum and bugle corps 
furnished “marching music,” followed by visiting American 
Legion posts, aging veterans of the Civil War, the Spanish-
American War, and WWI (some riding in cars), and Gold 
Star Mothers and the auxiliary of the Sauls Post.  City and 
county officials brought up the rear. At 10 a.m., townspeople 
were treated to an “aerial parade” with an estimated fifty 
airplanes “zooming and roaring” around the Capitol dome. In 
a revered tradition, at exactly 11 a.m., the hour in 1918 when 
WWI ended, buglers stationed on the steps of the Capitol 

and at Mabry Field sounded 
“Taps.”16 

In the afternoon, large 
crowds gathered at the 
airport to watch aerial 
contests, “balloon strafing,” 
dangerous stunts and “spot 
landings.” Concession 
stands sold hot dogs and 
hamburgers. Spectators 
eager to take a passenger 
flight formed a line 150 feet 
long.  The evening featured 
a boxing contest, followed 
by an Aviation Ball in the 
Florida State College for 
Women gymnasium where 
the queen of Armistice Day 
was crowned. In all the 
excitement, most people 
overlooked the fact that 
at Centennial Field the 

Leon High baseball team had “eked out” a 7-6 victory over 
Pensacola.17  

Day two of the celebration, November 12, was dubbed 
Army and Navy Day. In the early morning a group of planes 
executed an “aerial parade” over Tallahassee, and from 10:30 
to 11 a.m., in a special ceremony, Governor Carlton paid 
tribute to Captain Mabry and dedicated the Dale Mabry 
Airport to the “state, country, and humanity in general.”  
The afternoon was devoted mainly to events by Army, Navy 
and Marine flyers, but all aviators participated in air races 
and acrobatics, a balloon-strafing contest, parachute jumps 
and wing-walking.  The Sauls Post airplane, a Waco, was 

Opening day of Dale Mabry Airport, Nov 1929. Governor Doyle Carlton, center, gets a 
plane ride over Tallahassee. Photographer: Ray K. Williams. (Florida Memory)
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on display before being raffled off.  At 6 p.m., a noted 
airmail pilot ended the celebration with an exhibition of 
nighttime aviation by flying over the city with large lights 
“illuminated” on the end of each wing of his aircraft.18 

***

IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, as the dust 
settled at Mabry Field everyone hailed the Armistice Day 
celebration as the likes of which capital city had never seen.  
The editor the Daily Democrat declared townspeople had 
accomplished a “civic miracle.”  He praised everyone who 
“had a finger in the pie” and gave city government a “rousing 
vote of thanks …for … this monument of progressiveness.” 
The events had done much to “create good will … in 
valuable places,” and the word would spread. However, 
he wrote, the time had come to get to work and generate 
business for the new airport, which, if not properly utilized, 
would bring “neither pleasure nor profit.” He pointed out 
that Tallahassee sat in the crossroads of aviation lanes from 
Atlanta to Tampa and from Jacksonville to New Orleans, 
and predicted that in time Tallahassee would become an 
“important junction point” of those lanes.19

***

AN INTERESTING FOOTNOTE!  In November 1929, 
even as the editor was divining a bright, prosperous future 
for Tallahassee the October crash of the stock market 
ushered in the Great Depression.20 The crash effectively 
slowed down the growth and development Tallahassee had 
anticipated. Population growth is one indication: in the 
decade between 1920 and 1930, the population doubled 
from 5,600 to 10,700.  It would be twenty years, 1950, 
before that number doubled again.21
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Above, Dr. Larry Rivers, Distinguished Professor of History at Florida A & M 
University addresses a crowd at the Black Archives and Regional Center and 
Museum as part of “1619 and Beyond…: Remembrance of Slavery in America and 
Contributions of African Americans 100 years Prior to 1619 and Beyond.” The event 
took place October 24. Below, Dr. Charles Weatherford, Vice President for Research 
at Florida A & M addresses the same crowd.

We had a wonderful turnout for our first monthly meeting of the season in October. Secretary of State Laurel Lee (left), introduced by THS President Bob Holladay (right), 
gave a talk on the Women’s Suffrage Movement in Florida. Thank you to all who came!

On October 26, THS participated in “Point In Time,” International Archaeology 
Day at San Marcos de Apalachee Historic State Park. Mark Kominger, a member 
of Andrew Jackson’s 1817 army which invaded Florida, informs the general via his 
cellphone that the fort has been captured

Historical Happenings
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The Tallahassee Historical Society is thankful for  
new and renewing members like you!
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1)                         2)                
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Phone: (  )           Email:                       
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